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What to Give for Christma 


“What'll we give our folks for Christ- 
mas this year?” Lois asked. 

“Tl leave that to you,” her husband 
replied. “Christmas shopping’s in your 
department, not mine.” 

“But I just don’t know what to buy 
any more. If you ask me, the whole 
business of exchanging gifts once a year 
is nothing but a nuisance.” 


PEOPLE who are plagued by this an- 
nual “nuisance” are actually very for- 
tunate. In many nations of the world 
there will be no Christmas shopping. 

Dr. Carl W. Berner writes in the 
Southern California District Edition, 
under “Something to Think About”: 


I planned an ultramodern home, but 
a Korean citizen whispered, “I have no 
home.” 


I decided on a new cupboard for my- 
self, but a child in Formosa cried out, 
“I have no cup.” 


I started to purchase a new washing 
machine, but a Polish woman. said, 
“T have nothing to wash.” 

I wanted a quick-freezing unit for 
quantities of food, but from across the 
waters came the cry, “I have no food.” 


Millions of people in foreign lands 
get only one meal a day —or less. 
They never know what it is to have 
hunger satisfied. 


As long as the inhabitants of India, 


Japan, Africa, and New Guinea bat- 
tle hunger, poverty, filth, and disease, 
they don’t have to worry over what to 
give one another for Christmas. 


“MEET Mo Hey Mong,” writes Mel- 
vin M. Kieschnick, teacher at Synod’s 
mission school in Hong Kong. 

The eyes of this 20-year-old son of 
China may seem dull, but they have 
witnessed brutality. Before he fled to 


‘Hong Kong, he attended mass-accusa- 


tion meetings and saw his landlora’s fa- 
ther tortured to death. His earlier be- 
lief in Communism has been shattered. 


In Hong Kong, Mo had planned to 
continue his education. But he had no 
money, no friends. Finally he won 
a $15-a-month scholarship. 

Now Communists invite Mo to their 
meetings, but he fears to talk; the 
members of his family in China may 
reap the consequences. The National- 
ists, too, are after him. “Join the Kuo- 
mintang,” he is told. “Fly our flag.” 


His psychology instructor tells Mo 


psychology is his salvation; his 
mics teacher, economics. His pr 
of political science swears that 
form and socialism will bring — 


Tonight confused and homel 
Hey Mong may bunk under as 
or join thousands who sleep ont 
walks. Because he sees no hope 
future, no end to his relentless s 
ings, he may catch the late ferryb 
a last ride. 


When the boat is out in the 
Mo may let his body slip quietly 
board and — unmissed and unmo 
— make his bed in hell. 


In Mo Hey Mong, Teacher K 
nick has delineated the real pli 
the people who have no Chri 
shopping problems, no Christme 
Christ. 

Without Christ, the Savior, r 
souls find no peace. And the wa; 
sin is still eternal death —in 
Kong and Nigeria as well as i 
United States and Alaska — until 
through faith in Jesus, receive 
pardon. 


THE MISSIONARIES of our chur 
employing every resource at their 
mand to bring Christ to the né 
These servants of the church are 
representatives; you support ther 
gifts of faith and love. 

“In 1957,” Treasurer W. H. Sch 
wrote the WITNEss, “our people 
given about 9% more than they 
for. Synod’s program last year. 
Synod needed 20% more. thar 
year’s receipts to meet this year’s 
for the church’s worldwide work 

“Synod has had to borrow $4,50 
to date this year to meet expense: 

“We are sure that the membe 
Synod will make a generous s 
offering to the Lord for His 
through Synod before the new ° 

Treasurer Schlueter’s appeal res 
with the impersonal sum total of 
od’s 1,518,434 communicant men 
but with you. The answer will 
from those who have regularly s 
their income with the Lord fo 
mission of His church. 1 

For the sake of the men, womer 
children who are hungry in body 
will always be hungry in soul unti 
find the peace of God in His So 
member His birthday with a speci 
for the mission of His church. 
never go wrong in giving a large C 
mas gift to the Savior. | 


cal Missions Treated 
36 Patients in °56 


medical mission representatives 
nod treated 63,986 patients in 
ul units operated by the church 
a, New Guinea, and Nigeria, and 
h dispensaries and clinics in 
Kong, Japan, and the Philippines. 
ress in Synod’s medical mission 
m the foreign field was outlined 
‘e than forty delegates attending 
th annual meeting of the Lu- 
Medical Mission Association in 
lis, November 8—10. Delegates 
rom San Francisco, Texas, New 
Omaha, Milwaukee, and Chi- 


glas N. Forman, M. D., New 
City, spoke on the work of his 
which co-ordinates the medical 
ement of more than fifty church 
through the Christian Medical 
il for Overseas Work. 

LMMaA resolved to recommend 
an for the position of executive 
ry of Synod’s medical missions 
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as an interim appointment until a med- 


ical person can be found for the office. 

The Wheat Ridge Foundation was 
commended for its generous grants for 
TB work overseas and the new impetus 
the grants gave to medical work in 
foreign lands where TB is prevalent. 

The urgent need for more doctors 
and nurses for the staffs in India, New 
Guinea, and Nigeria was _ reported. 
Anyone interested in serving overseas 
should write to the Lutheran Medical 
Mission Association, 210 N. Broadway, 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Bible Society Distributes 
Half-Billion Volumes 


In ceremonies at the White House, 
the American Bible Society on Octo- 
ber 15 marked the distribution of a 
half-billion volumes of Scriptures since 
its founding in 1816. 

Dr. James Z. Nettinga, the Society’s 
secretary for encouragement of use of 
the Bible, presented to President Eisen- 
hower the 500,000,001st volume, sym- 


bolic of the start of the second half 
billion. 

This year the Society also observes 
the translation of at least one book of 
the Bible into 1,100 languages. 

Conducting its work in more than 
60 countries and distributing the Scrip- 
tures in nearly 200 languages, the So- 
ciety has given more than 40 million 
volumes of Scriptures to members of 
the Armed Forces since 1820. More 
than 600,000 volumes are in some form 
of raised lettering for the blind or in 
talking-book records in which the Bible 
text is read. 

Elias Boudinot, president of the 
Continental Congress, established the 
Society, dedicated to the translation, 
publication, distribution, and encour- 
agement of the use of the Bible 
“without note or comment.” This pro- 
scription has avoided controversy and 
brought wide support. 

Sales, never made at a profit, are 
frequently below cost. Often Bibles 
are given free to persons who cannot 
afford to purchase the Scriptures. 


WINFREY-VANET 


Fifth Annual Meeting of Lutheran Medical Mission Association 


iw, 1—rt.: 
is Hanser, M. D.; 


L. Schmidt; Louis Theimer, M 


Arnold H. Grumm, ZDED, 
ul Hauser, R. N. Lois Lenz, Mr ao bona Nash, R.N.; Stella Wuerffel, R.N.; Ruth Proft, R.N.; Rev. H. A. Ott. 
Norma Graebner, oR! N.; Blanche Van Cleve; Shirley Behling, student nurse; Martha Hepner Wood, R.N. 


Douglas N. Norman, M.D.; Harold J. Freiheit, M.D.; Chas. E. Stindel, M. D.; Leona Froggatt, R.N.; Chas. G. Obermeyer, M. D.; 


Second row: - Shirley Ehlers, R.N.; Eunice Lenz, R.N.; Lois Meyer, R.N.; Alma Schaefer, R. N3 


Third row: Herbert Reitz, 


row: Rey. Justus P. Kretzmann; Mean Kurth, D.D.; Joseph ” Ellwanger; Loyd Wagner, M.D.; Eugene R. Bertermann, Ph. D.; James Fergin; 
. Koenig, M. D.; Norbert Leckband, M. D.; Paul Hauser, M.D. 
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GLENDALE, N.Y.: More than 200 
children marched into new building — 
third in 109-year history — of St. John’s 
Lutheran School, Rev. Martin Th. 
Steege, pastor. Five new teachers were 
inducted into office. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. MEX.: Rev. 
Carl Hiller breaks ground for new 
sanctuary of Redeemer Church, to 
join south side of parish hall. 


JAMESTOWN, N. Y.: Chapel and edt 
= cational unit, Concordia Church. Is 
sion’s first service was conducted } 
June 1955. Neighboring pastors off 
ciated until Candidate T. Richard Mare 
(on photo) was installed, August 1956 


KODAIKANAL, SOUTH INDIA: 
Mount Zion Lutheran Church ob- 
served 25th anniversary in May. 
Koehne Memorial School, right. 
One of the “hill houses,” left. 
After continuous service in ener- 
vating heat, Synod’s missionaries 
recharge their energies in the cool 
of “Kodi,” affectionate name for 
retreat, 


vention Rejects Norwegian 
hop’s Views on Hell 


he Voluntary Church Convention, 
unofficial but representative body 
ie state Lutheran Church of Nor- 
adopted a resolution rejecting the 
s of a bishop who denied the doc- 
- of everlasting punishment in hell. 
y a 108—18 vote the delegates de- 
‘d the teaching of Bishop Kristian 
elderup of Hamar “has never been 
teaching of the Christian Church, 
the Church of Norway must abide 
ts confessional books, in loyalty 
ie words of our Lord.” 

ae action in November climaxed 
spute arising in 1953 when Bishop 
elderup protested a radio address 
hich Prof. Ole Christian Hallesby, 
egian lay leader and pietistic theo- 
n, stressed the condemnation to 
f all unbelievers. The convention 
s every four years. 

e bishop maintained that the pro- 
rs teachings were incompatible 
the position that Christianity was 
igion of love. 


hodists Pledge Aid 
Church’s Colleges 


ty-nine of The Methodist Church’s 
Conferences in the U. S. have 
ed to give $24,000,000 during the 
three years to the denomination’s 
es and Wesley Foundations. The 
esley Foundations in the country 
ethodist student centers at state 
independent colleges and univer- 


e money will go for current opera- 

said Bishop Paul N. Garber 
ichmond, Va., chairman of the 
h’s Quadrennial Commission on 
r Education. The $24,000,000 
be given in addition to money 

in capital-fund campaigns to in- 
e and improve physical facilities. 
ere are 118 colleges, universities, 
gical schools, and other educa- 
institutions in the U.S. related 
e Methodist Church. 


e Restrains Levittown 
dents from Violence 
inst Negro Family 


ge Edwin H. Satterthwaite of 
County enjoined eight residents 
vittown, Pa., and “all other per- 
cting in concert with them” from 
r acts of violence to force a Ne- 
ily to move from the previously 
ite community there. 

2y were also enjoined from pre- 
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venting by “force, violence, or intimi- 
dation the sale of any property in 
Levittown to any Negro.” 

Churches have sought to ease ten- 
sions which resulted after William 
Myers, a Negro, and his family moved 
into Levittown. 

The preliminary injunction was issued 
at the request of Attorney General 
Thomas D. McBride, the plaintiff, who 
charged an “evil conspiracy” to pres- 
sure the Myers to move. 


Communists Cut Church 
Funds in East Germany; 
Church Leaders Act 


Leaders of the Evangelical Church of 
Germany in the Soviet Zone are using 
drastic measures — including cuts in 
ministers’ salaries — to thwart efforts 
of the Communist regime to paralyze 
the church’s work by undermining its 
financial resources. The Communists 
have progressively reduced state sub- 
sidies — consitutionally guaranteed in 
both East and West Germany — to the 
point below normal. 

Some churches have ordered a 10% 
cut in salaries for pastors and church 
workers, levied special contributions, 
and announced that members who balk 
at paying church taxes will temporarily 
forfeit their right to such services as 
baptisms, marriages, and _ funerals. 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin ap- 
pealed to East German members to 
meet the financial plight of their 
churches in “a true spirit of Christian 
sacrifice,” to avoid the danger of dis- 
missing pastors, closing churches, and 
leaving schools without a catechist. 

For the past two years, Communist 
measures to disable the church’s fi- 
nances have grown more stringent. The 
aim is generally regarded as an effort 
to minimize the church’s influence. 


ANNIVERSARIES OF FOUR ST.L 
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Canadian Observes 70th 
Year of Ordination 


Dr. Alexander MacMillan, 93, for- 
merly a Presbyterian and now a United 
Church of Canada minister, celebrated 
the 70th anniversary of his ordination 
this fall at a special service in St. An- 
drew’s United Church, Toronto. 

Dr. MacMillan is remembered espe- 
cially for protecting the manuscript for 
a new edition of the Book of Praise 
(Presbyterian) hymnal. during World 
War I. In January 1917 one ship al- 
most sank while he was enroute with 
the manuscript to Oxford University 
Press, England. The second vessel he 
boarded at Halifax had to navigate 
a zone threatened by German U-boats. 

Passengers were warned to take only 
What their pockets would hold. Dr. 
MacMillan arranged with a soldier’s 
wife to sew up the manuscript in two 
large pouches, cut from the lining of 
his overcoat and sewed to its sides. 

On his anniversary the nonagenarian 
told young men planning to enter the 
ministry: “Avoid the temptations of 
personal vanity, like wanting to be 
known as a good preacher, and concen- 
trate on .. . proclaiming the Gospel.” 


794,445 Lutherans Counted 
In Minnesota 


Lutherans in Minnesota comprise 
42.5% of all persons in the state with 
church affiliation. In 85 of Minnesota’s 
87 counties, Lutherans outnumber all 
other Protestants combined. The state’s 
“churched” population, according to 
1950 Census figures, shows 794,445 
Lutherans in 1,996 congregations; 
346,459 Protestants; 690,807 Roman 
Catholics; 37,872 Jews. Minnesota is 
second to Pennsylvania in total number 
of Lutherans. 


OUIS SEMINARY PROFESSORS were 


observed November 10, the 474th anniversary of Luther’s birth. L.—r.: Prof. Otto 

E. Sohn, who observed the 40th year of his ordination; Prof. Alex W. C. Guebert, 

officiant at the afternoon service; Dr. John Theodore Mueller, 50 years; Rev. Hugo 

G. Kleiner, President of Synod’s English District and chairman of the Board for 

Higher Education, who spoke at the jubilee service; Prof. Herbert J, A. Bouman, 
25 years; and Dr. Gilbert Thiele, 25 years 
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Florida Governor Urges 
Christian Love as Key 
To Racial Problems 


The “disease of racial intolerance” 
is the greatest obstacle to Southern 
progress, Governor Leroy Collins of 
Florida told 131 publishers attending 
a convention of the Southern News- 
paper Publishers in Boca Raton, Fla., 


November 12. 


“We can tear ourselves to pieces in 
civil strife and become, in effect, a 
ward of the rest of the nation,” the 
governor said, “or we can join hands 
EOE tne 


and provide an example . 
rest of the nation to follow.” 


The publishers have the opportunity 
and the responsibility “to develop and 
defend a public atmosphere free of 
racial fears and bigotry,” he added. 

“Screaming abuse at the Supreme 
Court will avail us nothing,” Gov. Col- 
lins asserted. “We must revitalize the 
simple precepts of Christian love and 
understanding of one’s fellow man in 
searching for the answer to the racial 


problem.” 


Anglican Archbishop Asks 
Christian Love for Africa 


Christian love is needed to solve 
South Africa’s racial and other prob- 
lems, said Dr. Joost de Blank, new 
Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, at 


his enthronement in October. 


“T have no facile solution for the 
complex problems which beset this 
great country,” the archbishop told an 
overflow congregation of various races 
who witnessed the investiture of his 
like all 
Christians, I have a touchstone for in- 
dividuals, communities, and nations. 
That touchstone is love. Policies come 
and policies go, but love endures. It is 
our Christian calling to put God’s love 


new episcopal office. “But, 


into action.” 


State Church on Way Out, 


Baptist Leader Says 


Dr. Gunnar Westin, president of the 
Baptist Union of Sweden, said in Wash- 
ington, D. C., that the traditional State 
Church is on its way out in Europe. 

The Lutheran Church is the State 
Church of Sweden and other Scandi- 


navian countries. 


“A strong doctrine of Church and 
State separation is developing through- 
out Europe,” said Dr. Westin, former 
dean of the theological faculty at Upp- 
sala U. and prominent Swedish church 


historian. 


6 - 


A member of the Baptist World 
Alliance executive committee, he came 
to the U. S. last fall for a series of 
speaking engagements. 

The State Church system which de- 
veloped in Europe immediately after 
the Reformation was based on _ the 
theory that “government is responsible 
for the souls of its people,” the Baptist 
leader claimed. He added that the 
system also grew out of the doctrine 
that church unity is essential to political 
unity. 


She Knew the Difference 


The pastor and a consecrated 
layman had been talking among 
the members of the urgent need 
for funds in God’s Bank (the 
District Church-Extension Fund). 
The spirit of the members was on 
a high level, and they were im- 
pressed by the need of chapels 
for at least nine of our District 
missions. 

Shortly before the service be- 
gan, a woman came to the con- 
gregational God’s Bank repre- 
sentative and handed him a gift 
of $100. He explained that the 
District was not pleading for gifts, 
but asking for loans. 

_ “Pm 69 and my husband is 70,” 
answered our Christian friend. 
“The Lord has been good to us. 
This is no time for us to be lend- 
ing to the Lord, but it is time to 
be giving back what is His own!” 


Florida-Georgia District Edition 


Vatican Inaugurates 
Powerful Radio Center 


Pope Pius XII in October inaugu- 
rated new radio transmitters at Santa 
Maria di Galeria that made the Vatican 


‘Radio “the world’s most powerful 


broadcasting center.” 

The station, using about 40 fre- 
quencies, will reach areas in North and 
South America, the Far East, and 
many other parts of the earth inacces- 
sible to the former Vatican City station. 

Operating around the clock, the new 
center will broadcast normally in 28 
languages. New ones will be added on 
special occasions. 

Cost of the project, estimated at 
around $2,500,000, was met by contri- 
butions from Roman Catholics through- 
out the world. One of the four trans- 
mitters was subscribed by Netherlands 
Catholics, who started a fund in 1950. 
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Briefly Told 


@ The Witness is happy to 
that the President of Synod, Dr. 
W. Behnken, who fought a severe 
tack of the flu during a rigorous scj 
ule of meetings, is making a satisfac 
recovery, according to informatior 
ceived from his office at press time! 


@ Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, 60, 
ident since 1944 of the United Luthe 
Synod of New York and New Engl 
died in New Rochelle, N.Y., O 
ber 22, a few days after sufferin 
heart attack. His father, Dr. Frede 
H. Knubel, was first president of 
ULCA. 


@® Gideons International, since 1¢ 
has placed more than 35,000,000 Bil 
in hotels, hospitals, jails, motels, tra 
ships, airplanes, and Army and N 
centers. At a Miami ceremony in] 
vember the Gideons dedicated 100 
Bibles before placing them in m 
than 500 hotels and motels in so 
Florida. 


® The Roman Catholic population 
the U.S. will reach 70,000,000 in 
next 40 years — double the pre 
number — according to the. predict 
of Bishop Bryan J. McEntegart 
Brooklyn. Since 1917 the Cath 
population of the country has doub 
from 17,000,000 to 34,000,000. 


@® The Methodist Board of Tem 
ance, tongue in cheek, offered an 
vertising agency some suggestions 
the new national campaign it has 
nounced on behalf of a Milwat 
brewery. The agency claimed tha 
ads and TV commercials it will 
new terms such as_ Schilitznic, 

Schlitzfests. The temperance bi 
suggested these additions for “phet 
ena which often result from 

drinking”: For headache from ¢ 
indulgence: Schlitzache. For hang 
Schlitzover. For accident cause 
drinking: Schlitzident. For driving 
drinking: Schlitzfolly. For alcoh 
Schlitzoholics. 


@ Business firms will be able to 
on their shipping containers, | 
extra cost, an advertising feature 
ing a boy and a girl and the m 
“Give them a faith to live by. 
Worship with them this week. 
Committee on Religion in Am 
Life announced that the progra 
been worked out by the Stone 
tainer Corporation of Chicago 
operation with the Advertisin 


Prayer 
Hut 
and 


Shoes 


for 
epers 


By John Given Steinhoff 
Madras, India 


e House of Mercy, called Daya 
Sadan, in Madras is a home for 
ents. Hindu money lenders in the 
yari community, with some finan- 


nelp from the State Government, . 


ite the home for 500 inmates — 
ed and diseased beggars and cast- 
f society who are picked up off the 
s or who are sent by court order. 


Food from America 


is institution is one of several 
red in India receiving a share of 
ies sent from the U.S. through 


Christian patients, including lepers, attend Lutheran services in Prayer Hut. 


Synod’s Board of World Relief in con- 
junction with Lutheran World Relief. 
Milk powder, cheese, and other food 
are regularly supplied to the patients of 
Daya Sadan as a direct gift from Lu- 
therans in America. 


As BWR and LWR representative in 
India, I visited this home and discovered 
that 30 Christian people did not have 
pastoral care or the advantage of regu- 
lar worship. 


For 30 Christians 


With the permission of the author- 
ities, Sunday services were conducted 
on a veranda of one building, a rather 
unsatisfactory place for worship because 
of interruptions. 


An appeal was made to the Ambur 
District of the India Ev. Lutheran 
Church for funds to erect on the 


grounds of Daya Sadan a small hut to 
serve as a sanctuary as well as a read- 
ing room for all inmates. 


Because the church in India was not 
in a position to supply the necessary 
funds, an appeal was made to friends 
in America. 


Teacher’s Thankoffering 


Teacher Alfred A. Rumsfeld of Pil- 
grim Lutheran School, Chicago, do- 
nated $50 as a thankoffering on _ his 
golden anniversary in the teaching min- 
istry. This amount paid for the bam- 
boo-and-leaf prayer hut and reading 
room, dedicated in September. 


Two of our Indian pastors in Madras 
— Rev. Y. N. Devaraj of Good Shep- 
herd Lutheran Church and Rey. G. T. 
Edward of Pilgrim — alternate in ad- 
ministering to the spiritual welfare of 
the 30 Christian patients. A number of 
religious magazines and publications 
are provided for the use of all the un- 
fortunates at the House of Mercy. 


Shoes for Lepers 


Because the ravages of leprosy pre- 
vented nine Christian lepers from walk- 
ing from their quarters to the prayer 
hall, special shoes and sandals were 
made for these patients through funds 
supplied by members of Pilgrim Church 
in Chicago. 

We beseech your prayers for this 
newest venture of our church in 
Madras. 


SSS RE ET SS SE 


Bamboo-and-leaf hut built in Madras 
with $50 gift from a Chicago teacher. 
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CARESr 


ip the Baptist is the only man in the 
New Testament who is called great in 
a laudatory sense, except, of course, the 
Man Jesus Christ. 

Yet of all men, John is totally un- 
concerned about any greatness of his 
own. His greatness is an Advent great- 
ness: the greatness of a man for whom 
the great question in history is no 
longer, “What is coming?” ‘What will 
become of me?” but, “Who is coming?” 

John’s sole concern is the Coming 
One, the Mightier One, the Savior and 
the Judge. 

It is as if he had laid his life in the 
hands of his coming Lord, almost 
blithely, with an almost debonair air, 
saying, “Lord, have a care of my life; 
Lord, have a care of my greatness, if 
any. I haven’t time for it myself; I’m 
going to be much too busy.” 

By that act John became great, great 
with an Advent greatness, with the only 
greatness that has any place or validity 
among men who are concerned about 
the Deliverer and Savior and Judge who 
is coming, the only greatness possible in 
the church, whose year begins with the 
Advent cry “Our Lord, come!” 


Conforms to No Patterns 


This Advent greatness is marked, first 
of all, by a great and free independence. 
By throwing himself wholly upon God 
and upon the greater Coming One, and 
by depending completely upon Him, 
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John made himself free of everyone else 
and of everything else. He was free 
from the passion for conformity to pat- 
terns. He broke them all. 

He broke the Judaic pattern. He 
called his people out into the wilder- 
ness. He called men away from the 
settled sanctities of the temple and the 


synagogs, from all their hallowed habit- 


uations, and called them into the desert 
to confront there the bare majesty of 
the God whom Israel knew before Israel 
had settled sanctities, before there was 
a Holy Land, a Holy City, a Holy 
Temple, and a cultus. He cut across 
that pattern with a vengeance. 

He paid little heed to the Herodian 
pattern, and it was a pattern to’ be 
feared. Its iron outlines ultimately cut 


‘off John’s head. But St. John did not 


become the superserviceable knave in 
soft raiment. He remained John the 
Baptist; a cobweb in the October air 
could not have influenced him and 
shaped him less than did this iron pat- 
tern. 

The Pharisaic and the Sadducean 
pattern did not concern him either, 
although Pharisee and Sadducee paid 
him the compliment of coming to his 
baptism and were content to bask for 
a while in him as the burning and 
shining light. And that, too, despite the 
fact that he, like Jesus, had more in 
common with the Pharisees — Scrip- 
tures, awe for the will of God, the 
Messianic hope, the resurrection of the 
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dead. He had more in common ¥ 
the Pharisees than with any other gro 

He declined also to fit himself i 
the popular Messianic pattern and 
do the people’s will, although that} 
a real possibility, and, according 
Josephus, the realistic Herod feared ht 
and hated him for that reason also. 

John fitted into nobody’s patte 
Neither the somebodies nor the™ 
bodies ever knew quite what to m 
of him. 

We are a gregarious pack, and sd 
cannot ever be quite comfortable in 
presence of the verdict “great,” 
our Lord pronounces upon John. 

We with our awed respect for 
terns, our passion for belonging, 
avidity for acceptance, our yearnings 
the security of a certified medio¢ 
our fear of renouncing the majorit 

It’s nice to be normal; nice to be 
cepted; nice to belong, scholastic 
sociologically, civically, theologi¢ 
ecumenically, and, bless the mark, 
philosophically. 


Pulls Rug Out 


With independence comes that | 
ity which we find hard to give a Si 
name to. The Bible calls it parr 
boldness, confidence, the couragt 
antagonism if you will. John bre 
the terrifying current of public op 
by admitting to his baptism the G 
soldier and the pariah publican. 

. s) 
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God’s last chapter 


n called Pharisee and Sadducee 
eration of vipers and pulled the 
' their genealogy out from under 
feet. He told Herod, “It is not 
for thee to have her.” And the 
t bade all Israel, without excep- 
-all the pietists of penance, all 
ierarchy, everybody — to put 
elves on a level with the dirty 
e and be washed with his baptism 
entance unto the remission of sin. 
*s this resolute and radical inde- 
mce quite square with our idea of 
od, solid church in a good, solid 
orhood, with a nice sign out in 
the church which pays its debts, 
ing the debt of lip service to a 
n, and is known and loved by all? 


Jays No Tiddlywinks 


*s Advent greatness is, further- 
a greatness of concentration. 
ess eliminates ruthlessly. It is 
tness obsessed with a sense of 
logical urgency that knows, like 
j, that the time has been con- 
“How much time is there?” 
eatness asks. 
was a Nazarite, with absolute 
n. And he was a monomaniac. 
s known by one name only, the 
=. And his one self-designation is 
.’ The disciples of John? One 
oubt whether they had a very 
unded program. How well 
d can you be in this contract- 
n? How much room is there 
ndness? How much need does 
ve for roundness? Perhaps He 
se a few monomaniacs, with 
edges. 
7 much time is there, let us ask 
‘es, for gewgaws, for gimcracks, 
‘manner of tiddlywinks? 
are in God’s last chapter. We 
Iking down a narrow corridor, 
contracting walls of time. Any- 
ho bears a pack of peripheries is 
down that corridor at his peril. 
are in God’s last chapter, and 
knows how close the last sen- 
and a sentence it will be — of 
apter is. How much room is 
n this last page for irrelevant 
est 


Blocks Out Self 


last, this greatness of John is 
ess of subordination. This is 
atest of all. “I am not Elijah. 


I am not the prophet. I am not the 
Christ. I take no title, not even ‘Elijah,’ 
unless my Lord wants to give it to me. 
I am but a Voice crying in the wilder- 
ness. I am exhausted in my function 
of crying: ‘Repent ye, be baptized, look 
to the Greater One.’ He must increase. 
I must decrease. This is my joy, and 
this my joy is full.” 

John had no bigness to get in the way 
of his greatness, and therefore he had 
no jealousy to darken the bright joy of 
his subordinate greatness. 

We find this greatness reflected in 
St. Paul: “What then? . . . Christ is 
preached, and I therein do rejoice, yea, 
and I will rejoice.” 


Is He a Psycho? 


John the Baptist paid the price for 
this kind of greatness, this greatness of 
independence, of confidence, of con- 
centration, of absolute subordination. 

Men twiddled theological thumbs at 
him and did not make up their minds 
about him. They swathed him in the 
whipped cream of their indecision. 

Is his baptism from heaven? We do 
not know. They treated him as one of 
a number of theological lights — stimu- 
lating, provocative. They rejoiced for 
a season in this burning lamp. 

Ultimately their verdict was: “He 
hath a devil.” In modern parlance: 
“He’s psychopathic. He’s compensating 


for something. He’s narrow; he’s one-: 


sided.” 

No answer of John the Baptist to 
these critiques is recorded, but the 
whole record of his life cries out: “Who 
cares? Who cares?” 


Funny-looking Figures 


We are funny-looking figures, too, we 
who inherit John the Baptist’s mouth, 
finger, and voice, as Luther put it. We 
are odd, misplaced-looking figures, a 
curious sort of gentry, as we catch sight 
of our reflection in the shop windows 
of the world. 

Well, who cares? Who cares? So 
nobody who is anybody thinks we are 
somebody. 

Who cares? — There was One who 
cared, and there is One who cares if 
we will enter the heritage of John the 
Baptist; if we will take up John’s finger, 
John’s mouth, and John’s voice, and 
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cry, “Repent!” and point to Christ and 
call Him Lord. 


He Cares 


The Coming One, the Mightier One, 
He cares. The Son of God who loved 
us and gave Himself for us, the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world, He cares. 

John renounced all bigness, and he 
became great in the sight of the Lord. 
Jesus cared. Jesus called him the great- 
est of woman born, called him a 
prophet, and more than a_ prophet: 
called him the messenger foretold by 
Malachi to prepare the way of the 
Lord; called him the returning Elijah: 
asserted that his baptism was from 
heaven, that his way was the way of 
righteousness. The Greater One cared. 

And if we will enter upon the herit- 
age of John the Baptist, we shall know 
that He cares for us. We shall know it 
in the benediction of His presence, all 
the days of our lives, and we shall one 
day hear from His lips, “Enter into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 


Soul of a Weaned Child 


This peculiar greatness, this unsought 
and unseeking greatness, this unrecog- 
nized greatness, is therefore not a mis- 
fortune, not a “cross” which the church 
must assume with a sigh, not something 
to be taken up somehow, anyhow. It is 
a blessing and a delight, even here, even 
now. It is the blessedness of the soul 
that is like a weaned child. “Surely 
I have behaved and quieted myself as 
a child that is weaned of his mother. 
My soul is even as a weaned child.” 

Our delight is to be with God, not 
because He can supply us with some- 
thing, with greatness for instance, but 
because He is our God and because He 
loves us. Being sure of His love as 
a child is sure, we can become as little 
children and joyously dispense with 
greatness — and find our Advent great- 
ness in the greatness of our Coming 
Lord. 

Not the man John achieved this 
greatness. It was the man whom God 
sent. It was he who was filled with the 
Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb, 
even as we are filled with the Holy 
Ghost from our baptism on. That was 
the enabling power of his Advent great- 
ness. 
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Witness Comments 


“Stir Up” Time 


Advent is “stir up” time. The Advent bugle 
sounds: “It is high time to awake out of sleep.” 
Time to get up and get ready! 

Get ready for what? Another holiday splurge? 
Another round of rushing, shopping, celebrating, 
partying, and bill-paying? 

No, Advent stirs the soul. Awake, get ready! 

“Behold, thy King cometh!” — Get ready for 
Coronation Day. You are in the royal procession. 

“Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!” — Get 
ready for the wedding day. You are the church, 
His bride. 

“Behold, I come. quickly!” — Get ready for 
Judgment Day. You join God in the kingdom 
and the power and the glory. 

Advent’s ringing call is for an eager, ready, 
wide-awake church whose “eyes have seen the 
glory of the coming of the Lord.” 

Are you preparing for a “stir up” Advent in 
your church, your home, and, above all, in your 
heart? 

“Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 
way of Thine only-begotten Son.” 


Your Town, U.S. A. 


However quiet Little Rock, Ark., may be to- 
day, this generation will never forget the ugly 
scenes which occurred there. Perhaps it is good 
to remember. 

Not that racial violence, irrational prejudices, 
and consuming hatreds have not occurred else- 
where. What stunned the nation was the sudden 
change from a peaceful and law-abiding commun- 
ity to one of reckless disdain for law. 

The value of remembering becomes clear. What 
happened at Little Rock can happen in your 
town too. 

It may not be the admission of nine Negro 
pupils to trigger mob action. It may be any num- 
ber of other unpredictable incidents to set loose 
the hidden passions of men. 

Pride, greed, jealousy, frustration, ignorance, 
and hatred are bottled up and hidden under ve- 
neers of respectability in your community too. 

If one evil breaks loose in your town, what are 
you and your congregation going to do about it? 


Seventh-Day or Seven-Day? 


There is a difference, a big difference, between 
a seventh-day and a seven-day Christian. What 


-is more, the difference shows. 


If you praise the Lord on Sunday and profane 
His hallowed name from Monday to Saturday, 
you publicly proclaim that your religious beliefs 
are Sunday accessories, not convictions which 
govern your thoughts and refine your working 
vocabulary. 

If your weekday conversation runs to gossip, 
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slander, and defamation of character, you 
the “father of lies,’ not the Father of m 
who redeemed your life from deserved co 
nation. 

If a twist of the starter switch in your 
mobile throws on your lust for power an 
right of way, and turns you into a horn-bl 
hothead, you expose your lack of Christian 
cern for others. 

If you freely spend your income for food, 
erages, and luxury items, reserving but a’ 
fraction for the Giver of all, and then com 
that the church “is always asking for mo 
you make no secret of coldhearted indiffe 
to Christ. 

Blessed is the man of whom others 
“There’s a seven-day Christian for you!” 


That “Saved Feeling” 


In one of his bouts with the devil, Luther 
tempted to doubt his salvation because hi 
not feel that his sins were forgiven. “I don’ 
that they are forgiven,” the Reformer said, 
I know that they are forgiven because God 
so in His Word.” : 

When the keeper of the prison at Philippi as 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Paul dit 
answer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
thou shalt feel saved.” The apostle said: “Bel 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be say 

Ask a man whose debt has been paid b 
brother: “Do you feel that your debt is p 
“No,” he will answer, “I do not feel that it is 
I know from this receipt that my debt is— 
and I feel happy that it is paid.” 

One earnest Christian often said: “Fee 
Feelings! Don’t bother yourselves about your 
ings! I just stick to the old truth that Chris 
for me and that He is my Surety to all ete: 
and I'll stick to that like a limpet on a rock 

Believe in God’s love, which was reveale 
the cross at Calvary, and you will be happ 
cause you know that you are saved. 


Not for Sale 


Is it true that all religions are equally | 
May a person waive certain Christian teat 
and principles to avert trouble, preserve | 
harmony, or gain a material advantage? 

The Christian religion is not a commo¢ 
be sold to the highest bidder, but a treasure 
zealously guarded and shared with other p 

Think of Daniel in the lions’ den; Sha 
Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnat 
apostles and the martyrs; the injunction: “B 
faithful unto death”; and the stern warn 
the Son of God: “He that believeth not st 
damned.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ redeemed you w 
lifeblood; therefore “hold that fast whic 
hast, that no man take thy crown.” 


_ THE LUTHERAN 


atellite Emancipation? 

Sputnik “proves how wrong were all religious 
organizations and beliefs in speaking of heaven,” 
said Komsomol, Communist youth league, in 
a Moscow broadcast heard in London. “We 
materialists create our own heaven and fill it with 
our Own moons and stars.” 

And in New York, Joseph Lewis, president 
of the Freethinkers of America, issued a “‘state- 
ment to the press” declaring the satellite “broad- 
casts no discovery of God in the heavens.” Sput- 


ose Leaves 


nik, he claims, “confirms the statement of the 
great astronomer LaLande when he maintained, 
‘| have searched the heavens and found no God.’ ” 

“This great scientific achievement,” rhapso- 
dized Lewis, “should prove to be a day of mental 
emancipation for all religionists from their su- 
perstitious beliefs.” 

The inspired psalmist replies: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, “There is no god.’ They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works.” 

That the almighty God still gives time to Free- 
thinkers and to Moscow is merciful. ’ 


ome Control 


The late President Coolidge once said: “What 
the youth of the country needs is not more public 
control through governmental action, but more 
home control through parental action.” 

Dr. R. F. Hertz, a British author and psychol- 
ogist, has asked 100,000 children, between the 
ages of 8 and 14 and from all walks of life in 
24 countries, to make a list of ten rules of be- 
havior for parents. Here is the list of what the 
majority of the children voted for: 

. Do not quarrel in front of your children. 

. Treat all your children with equal affection. 
. Never lie to a child. 

. There must be mutual tolerance between 

parents. . , 

5. There should be comradeship between par- 
ents and children. 
6. Treat your children’s friends as welcome 
visitors in the home. 
. Always answer children’s questions. 
. Don’t blame or punish your child in the 
presence of children from next door. 
9. Concentrate on your child’s good points. Do 
not overemphasize his failings. 
10. Be constant in your affection and your mood. 


: “The most effective counterblows against moral 
and spiritual laxity must be made in the homes 

of America. The home has the child first and 
_ longer than any other institution. Character is 
largely made in the home environment.” — Sub- 
_ mitted by A. Obermeier in Nurture. 


RWN Re 


on 


e Voice of the Congregation 


Perhaps you have been asked by guests who 
accompanied you to church, “Why is it that in 
_ Lutheran churches the pastor usually reads the 
prayers out of a book? Why doesn’t he make 
them up himself?” 

How do you answer such questions? Or have 
_ you-wondered about them yourself? On the sur- 
| face it would seem that a pastor who composes 
his own prayers is more gifted — perhaps even 
more religious — than one who follows the 
printed page. 

Of course that is not true. Reading a prayer 


Seel057, 
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is not a sign that the pastor is unable to make up 
his own. We all believe that Christians should 
be able to pray out of the fullness of their hearts 
and in their own words. When we talk with God 
in our private prayers, we feel free to say any- 
thing that we truly wish. 

But in the public worship of the church the 
pastor is not praying for himself alone. He is 
praying for the whole congregation. We are not 
merely listening to him say his prayer. He is pray- 
ing our prayer, and we must pray with him, say- 
ing the words as though they come from our own 
lips; as though every heart is saying secretly what 
the pastor is saying aloud. 

That means we ought to know the words of the 
prayers, be able to follow them in a book, make 
them our own. True, such public prayer lacks 
the personal and intimate quality of private 
prayer. But it has a great advantage of its own. 
The prayers of the church can teach us how we 
ought to pray. They are usually more unselfish 
than our own prayers, have broader vision and 
deeper understanding. 

The prayers read in our services have been 
built up through the experiences of worship of 
countless men and women in past ages. When 
we hear them read in the church, and follow the 
words with careful attention, we are joined spirit- 
ually with a great company of believers around 
the world. 

There is plenty of opportunity for each of us 
to pray privately with as much freedom as we 
desire. But in our public worship we unite with 
millions of Christians in the prayers of the church. 
This is a great privilege and a blessed experience. 

As we prepare to pray in our church, the pastor 
says, “Let us pray,” not “Let me pray.” That is 
the keynote of public prayer. The pastor becomes 
the voice of the congregation. — My Church. 


Done for the Lord 


A visiting preacher asked a little, wrinkled, 
toilworn old body, whose hands were swollen and 
knotty with scrubbing and cleaning and other 
chores, “And what work do you do for the Lord?” 
expecting the answer, “I teach Sunday school,” 
or some such reply. The response he unexpectedly 
received was, “All of it, sir.” — Sunday School 
Times. 
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The staff of 60 (only 39 are shown) includes African nurses and other workers. Nurses aids, 
are trained on the job. The nurse in the front row, center, wears a colorful native loin-cloth dress. The three Nigerian: women i 


row are midwives. 


The Synodical Conference, through its Missionary Board, 


activates Christian foreign aid in the 


WW 
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“We hold a brief devotional service at the beginning of 
each clinic to insure that no one who comes to our hospital 
will leave without hearing the Gospel,” writes Eric P. Lofgren, 
M.D., doctor in charge of the Lutheran Hospital in Eket. 
“At times the audience may be 300.” 

In 12 months the hospital admitted 2,138 patients. Of 
these, one half were surgical admissions; the other half, 
medical. In the last six months of 1956, 807 operations 
were performed. Last year the out-patient clinic treated 
14,220 cases; of these, 6,389 were seen for the first time. 

“Our volume at the hospital has doubled since 1955,” 
writes the doctor. “We should continue to grow, provided 
we can supply the necessary manpower and equipment. There 
is a vast amount of physical disease here, not yet touched 
by scientific care.” 


Water from the Qua Iboe River near Eket is used straight . 
for scrubbing up in surgery, but boiled and filtered for drink- 
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ward servants, day watchers, and} 
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ing. The doctor predicted disastrous infections in the 0 
wise sterile cases at surgery, but the patients did quite ¥ 
and the incidence of wound infections was no greater t 
what he had seen elsewhere. 

“There was no operating-room light at all when 11 
came to Eket,” reported Dr. Lofgren. “Now I have an 0 
hanging 75-watt bulb. I do not use it unless heavy f& 
darken the sky or unless the operations occur at night. 
of the first real needs for light was-during emergency sur 
on a missionary.” .The hospital now has a generator 
electricity. 

When the rainy season prevents the natives from ti 
their soil, they come to the hospital for treatment of t 
chronic ailments: hernias ——the most popular operatiot 
Eket; malaria; scabies; worms; and dysenteries. 

Because the tsetse fly, harboring and spreading trypan 
miasis among goats and cattle, decimates flocks, it is 


aring a tropical ulcer for skin grafting 


rculosis wing with four isolation units of 4-10-10-6 
(right above). 


Ukut, Christiana, Sunday, 
and Samuel (seated) are 
among the children in Lu- 
theran Foundling Home, 
Eket. 


raise beef. A perennial problem in the area is 
iciency. 
t always we have about six children in the ward 
marked ascites and pitting edema from eyelids to 
‘ely a result of inadequate protein diet for many 
children’s resistance to infection is zero; therefore 
uns high. 
ia is so common here that nearly all natives have 
ble spleens. The patient having no splenomegaly 
tion. Therefore any person with fever has malaria 
ed otherwise. Malaria responds nicely to the 
e-type drugs, so it does not present a difficult 
i management. The destruction of the vector, 
; hopeless, with the heavy rainfall and the vast 
is 
American nurses have recently indicated their will- 
the Missionary Board for service in Africa. 


ENELL, INC. 
Dr. and Mrs. Eric P. Lofgren and Miss Ethel Giziewski, R. N. 
(right). Dr. Lofgren, who practiced in Rockford, Ill., before 
his Army service in the Philippines, was confirmed in Manila, 
1946, by Rev. Theodore Martens. The missionary work of 
Rey. and Mrs. Alvaro Carino stimulated Dr. Lofgren’s interest 
in medical missions. He was a fellow in specialty training in 
general surgery at Mayo Clinic before he and his wife left for 
Nigeria in May 1955. Mrs. Lofgren’s medical secretarial 
training helps her husband. 

Miss Giziewski of Minneapolis has been matron of the Eket 
hospital since 1955. A former parish schoolteacher and organ- 
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G. Ronald Reule, who Miss Vivian Brandt, R.N., 


id the Eket staff this fall, 
5 a B.A. “magna cum 
from Pacific Lutheran 
ge, Parkland, Wash., and 
M.D. from U. of Oregon 

al School. He became 
sted in medical missions 
h reading “The Cross and 
aduceus,” publication of 


former organist at Bethel 
Church, Sweet Home, Oreg., 
trained at Emanuel Hospital 
School of Nursing, Portland, 
where she later taught. Her 
pastor told her of the need 
for medical workers in the 
Nigerian church. She was 
commissioned at Tucson, 
Ariz., in 1955, 


ist, she received her B. Sc. in nursing from Western Reserve U. 
For four years she was pediatric administrative nursing super- 
visor at the U. of Minnesota Hospital. 


BLACK STAR 


Dr. H. F. WIND 


Executive Secretary 


Department 
of Social Welfare 


The Holy Scriptures often refer to deeds of mercy as visible 
evidence of saving faith and powerful testimony to the truth of 
the Gospel. The Savior went about “doing good,” according to 
St. Peter, and the early church made charitable activities one of 
its principal objectives. 

Synod has always encouraged its members not to be “weary 
in welldoing.” Even before Synod’s organization, congregations 
gave loving care to those in need. 

There are in the Missouri Synod 30 hospitals; 20 agencies or 
societies to help homeless, neglected children as well as their 
families; 15 homes and services to the aging; three agencies for 
both children and the aging; four agencies for handicapped boys 
and girls; one family-service agency; and one federation of 
agencies. 

Works of Christian charity are also increasingly fostered in 
our foreign missions: India, Africa, Japan, Hong Kong, New 
Guinea. Besides, more than 100 full-time institutional chaplains 
and many deaconesses dispense charity in North America. Con- 
gregations have welfare committees, appointed to aid fellow Chris- 
tians in time of trouble. Through the Board of World Relief many 
thousands of people all over the world are given the necessities 
of life. More than 18,000 homeless refugees were provided with 
homes through the efforts of our Department of Social Welfare. 

Recognizing the need for the co-ordination and expansion of 
these widespread welfare activities, Synod in 1950 established 
the Department of Social Welfare. The department’s assignment 
was to aid our people in recognizing their God-given opportunities 
for the services of Christian love. For this purpose the department 
has published many articles and pamphlets. It has also developed 
suggestions for the work of welfare committees in synodical Dis- 


tricts and congregations, and will soon publish a manual to aid , 


committees in this work. 

The recruitment and training of workers in the welfare agen- 
cies and the institutional chaplaincy services are also promoted 
by the department’s workers, with the assistance of many com- 
mittees. Meetings, workshops, and institutes will further this im- 
portant objective. 

The department also serves charitable agencies in their never- 
ending efforts to work more efficiently. It has helped establish 
a number of new agencies of mercy and is constantly engaged in 
a study of needs and opportunities for Christian welfare work 
to aid congregations to obey actively the Lord’s command that 
His people “love one another.” 
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_ impossible. 


Report of Synod’s Board 
Directors, November 7—8 


Once annually Synod’s Board o 
rectors breaks with tradition by br 
ing away from St. Louis and meeti 
“foreign” territory. This happens t 
the friendly campus of Valparaiso | 
versity, where the Board met on 
vember 7 to take up matters on its 
agenda, and where a joint meeting » 
the Board of Directors of the © 
paraiso University Association 
place on November 9. 


Finances 


Since Synod’s Board is to con 
itself basically with the business ad 
istration of the church, the cu 
financial situation came up for det 
review and discussion. 

It must be admitted in all ca 
that a tremendous task confronts 
Synod during the closing months 
Fiscal 1957 if we are to meet our 
gations and thereby avoid another 
stantial cash deficit. The unpalaté 
truth is that contributions amountin 
$6,393,376 are required from | 
members during the final quarter 
Fiscal 1957 if the accepted Fair Sh 
goal of $14,200,000 is to be attain 
This is about $1,700,000 more fl 
was contributed during the final qual 
of Fiscal 1956! 

Only an aroused constituency, p 
pared to take heroic measures thro 
a systematic and evangelically 
vated Every-Member Contact, 
under God, accomplish the seemin 


Missions 


Yet the work of the Lord shall 
be curtailed in a day of plenty, w 
only the maldistribution of their ince 
on the part of some of Ged’s pet 
has brought financial concern to 
church. Consequently it was indi 
to Synod’s Church Extension Bé 
that a recommendation to make a | 
of $200,000 for Capital Investn 
purposes (properties and buildings 
order that our work in England m 
be carried on with improved phys 
facilities, would be faverably rece 
by the Board of Directors. 

The sum of $58,000 is to be n 
available, in the form of a long-f 
loan, to furnish our congregation of 
Isle of Pines (Cuba) with an attra 
marble chapel and a parsonage ¢ 
well-located site. Marble is the che 
building material on the Isle of P 

The purchase of a $60,000, 28 


of 1,700,000 population). Both 
se properties are needed to ex- 
yur work in South America. 

ds were also made available to 
2 Our congregation in Ikegami 
)) with a suitable property on 
to erect a church building, and 
was allowed for a missionary’s 
ce in Niitsu, Japan. Truly, 
s Mission Expansion Program 
umed global proportions — Eng- 
‘uba, South America, Japan. 


Ministerial Training 


expansion of campus facilities to 
ace with increasing enrollments 
preparatory schools, teachers 
s, and theological seminaries is 
stant concern of Synod’s Board 
ther Education. 
vas good news to hear that 
1 an expenditure of $57,714 two 
jes, measuring 136150 and 
6 feet, both immediately adja- 
the Springfield campus, can be 
sed; there are seven homes on 
wo properties. 
aul’s College, Concordia, Mo., 
to acquire a property measuring 
2s adjacent to its campus, for the 
$4,000. The gift to Synod by 
’s Congregation in Concordia, 
f a parcel of land measuring al- 
n acre was gratefully acknowl- 


Joint Meeting of Boards 


ie meeting of Synod’s Board with 
Iparaiso Board President O. P. 
ann reported on the academic 
n of the university. (Valparaiso 
sity is a good school also aca- 
lly.) The school’s financial sta- 
nsiderably improved during the 
ar, was presented by Mr. John 
an, long-time treasurer of the 
sity Association. 

Robert W. Bertram, head of the 
nent of Religion, offered a sur- 
recent developments in his de- 
at. Dr. W. G. Friedrich, chair- 
the University Centennial Com- 
sketched plans for observing the 
nial of the University in 1959. 
arles Stade, university architect, 
hat construction of the Univer- 
apel may be completed by June 
ind presented sketches of the 
‘ing Memorial Library. 


university’s training program for . 


2sses, youth leaders, and social 
3, as well as the plans to intro- 
aduate work on a limited basis, 
1 brief mention. 

d’s President, Dr. John W. Behn- 
dressed the student body and the 
at a Reformation convocation. 
ork of our church has become 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Synod’s Confessional Principles 


Some folks within our Synod feel that we should hold mem- 
bership in the Lutheran World Federation. Some have said this 
in public meetings. Some have written it in language which leaves 
no doubt where they stand. Some of their statements have been 
rather critical of the officials of our Synod. We have been called 
a “road block.” In answer to this some have sought to encour- 
age us by saying that a road block serves a wonderful purpose 
when there is a washout ahead. 

I believe that the brethren who are eager to be part of the 
LWE are sincere. However, I am persuaded that they are not 
fully informed. On their shoulders does not rest the responsibility 
which rests on the officials of our church body. The brethren 
have not been compelled to think through the whole problem and 
to realize what the outcome would be. 

Perhaps we should hear one of the chief arguments advanced 
for membership in the LWF. In a public address one of the men 
said: “The only thing we would lose, were we to join, would be 
our isolationism.” Is that correct? The word isolationism means 
the policy of having no part with others, of standing all alone. 

Are we isolationists when for many years we have let other 
Lutheran bodies in the United States know that we are ready for 
free conferences or doctrinal discussions at any time? Are we 
isolationists when for a period of 10 years we have been conduct- 
ing free conferences or “Bad Boll” meetings in Europe? These 
“Bad Boll” meetings were conferences where doctrinal issues were 
discussed. 

Are we isolationists when it is known that we co-operated 
with the National Lutheran Council in its program of world re- 
lief? Sometimes some of our men have stated that we made use 
of these organizations when it ‘suited us. It should also be known 
that we always paid our full proportionate share of the costs. 

Are we isolationists when at our St. Paul convention in 1956 
we informed the LWF that our Committee on Doctrinal Unity 
would be ready to discuss with their leaders the very issues which 
have prevented our acceptance of the invitation to take up mem- 
bership? Are we isolationists when at the Hannover Assembly 
of the LWF in 1952 and again at Minneapolis in 1957 we had 
official visitors who were ready at all times to discuss the issues 
in the group meetings? 

Other facts might be mentioned, but may these suffice to si- 
lence any of our people who accuse us of isolationism. The charge 
simply is not factual, and all our people should know it. 

Our church has always been a church of confessional prin- 
ciples. Shall it remain so? Would we want to yield or water down 
any of these principles? Confessional loyalty played a very prom- 
inent part when our fathers organized The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod. In fact, prior to the organization of Synod the 
various leaders met repeatedly to determine definitely whether 
there was agreement in doctrine and practice. Only after this was 
firmly established, did they proceed to draw up a constitution, in 
which the confessional principles were clearly stated in one of 
the first paragraphs. Every pastor, teacher, and congregation of 
Synod has voluntarily subscribed to these confessional principles. 

That is the “organizational approach” again, someone may 
say immediately. But if we didn’t have an organization, we would 

(Continued on pags 18) 
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THE 


Psalter 


The Coming of the King 


Psalm 24:7: “Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting 
doors; and the King of Glory shall 
come in. 

There is a noise at the gates. A vis- 
itor desires admittance. No ordinary 
visitor is this, but One who is clothed 
in royal purple and attended by a ret- 
inue of angels. This is the King of 
Glory, at whose feet all the tribes of 
men must lay their trophies as they 
crown Him Lord of all. 

This Advent-tide the King of Glory 
once again seeks entry—jinto His 
church, into our hearts. Again He 
comes with His royal summons, with 
His gracious invitation, with the prom- 
ise of His presence. 

Not all men, alas, bid Him welcome. 
Not all find room for Him in their 
hearts. Not all respond to His voice. 

In their vanity and pride, men flout 
the King of Glory and spite the proffer 
of His grace. They covet, then claim 
for themselves, what belongs to God 
—wisdom, power, glory. They bar 
Him from entering their lives. One day 
they will find that He will bar them 
from entering Life. 

Blessed are those who hear His voice 
and open the gates. To them the King 
of Glory shall come in. Into their 
hearts will stream the plenitude of His 
gifts. 

In this Advent season the gates 
swing wide once more to receive the 
glorious King. And through those gates 
He will come to make His abode in 
our hearts. And not in ours alone, but 
with all the weary, sin-laden sons of 
men, with all those who look for His 
coming and who welcome the royal 
Guest. 

This is the King of Glory: our Sav- 
ior, God’s own Son. Once He came in 
meekness; daily He comes in grace; 
at the end He will come in glory. 

Let this, then, be our Advent prayer: 
O King of Glory, establish in our hearts 
Thy throne, and rule us by Thy love! 

Redeemer, come! I open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

Let me Thine inner presence feel, 

Thy grace and love in me reveal. 


THOMAS COATES 


CHURCH MANNERS | 


Lutheran church behavior is quiet. 
Visitors sometimes mistake the quiet 
behavior for coldness until they note 
how serious Lutherans are about wor- 
ship. They come to hear God’s sacred 
Word and to thank Him. This is their 
preoccupation. 

The Reformation had much to do 
with this meditative church behavior. 
Church services had become wholly 
ceremonial. They were splendid to see 
and hear, but, cast in an unfamiliar 
tongue (Latin), they were unintelligible 
to the majority of churchgoers. As 
a rule, there was little preaching. The 
people had no part in the service ex- 
cept to kneel and to make the sign of 
the cross. But they believed that the 
ceremonies were able to save them. 

The Reformaticn set straight the 
thinking on ceremonies. Jesus Christ, 
the Founder of the church, did not in- 
dicate how He wished to be worshiped. 
He gave His Gospel to the church and 
said, “Preach it.” He gave His Sacra- 
ments to the church and said, “Use 
them.” But how, when, and where 
these means of grace were to be used, 
He left to the church. 


Worship in the Early Church 


The early church lost no time in 


lining up a simple worship pattern that 
was designed to edify the members and 
to give them opportunity to praise God. 
At no time did the early churches have 
a uniform worship pattern. They 
adopted forms that accuratey reflected 
the faith of the worshipers until the 
papacy deprived them of the right to 
choose their own order of service. 


The Reformation restored the right; 


' more, it exercised the right. The ser- 


mon and the Sacraments in their pure 
forms were also reinstated. The Refor- 
mation reconstituted the service as a 
medium of learning the saving truth 
and of glorifying God. Forms that 
served the purpose were kept; those that 
did not were discarded. Ceremonies, 
said the Reformers, are human usages 
without the power to save or to unite 
the church. Only faith has that power. 

During Luther’s stay at the Wartburg 
in the protective custody of his ruler, 
fanatics in Wittenberg demanded that 
the Reformation rid the church of all 
ceremonies because, they said, Christ 
never commanded them and because 


(592) 


the family of Christ are happy | 


a 
every Christian has the right to saf 
he proposes to worship God. 
the fanatics forced their way in 
churches and stripped them of 
organ, pictures, statues, and ornar 
Luther returned to Wittenberg t 
out the fire. 


If Jesus Christ has commande 
ceremonies, said Luther, neither h 
forbidden them. Christians may 
ship as they please in the priva 
their homes, but public worship, 
a corporate matter, is to be reg 
by mutual consent. God is a Ga 
order and not of confusion. | 

i 
i 
5 
| 
; 


With these arguments Luther stat 
out the riots. Lutheranism does 
encourage the multiplication and 
nification of ceremonies lest they 
imize preaching and the Sacrami 
On the other hand, Lutheranism 
not take kindly to worship that 
ren of ceremony, because the pai 
lacks suitable outlets for thanksg 

Lutheranism acknowledges the) 
of the local church to establish its 
of worship, but counsels all chv 
to adopt only forms that are ir 
mony with Lutheran beliefs 
strive for the greatest possible 
formity in worship for the sak 
good order. Wide variations if 
theran services are confusing 
therans and non-Lutherans. 


; 


Church Decorum 


The Reformation, therefore, sé 
tone for Lutheran church beh 
Church decorum requires that 
shipers be on time; that they bow 
heads and pray for a worthy rec 
of God’s Word; that they medita' 
fore the service begins. 

During the service a reverent s 
is maintained. Lutherans listen 1 
sermon with an eager mind. 
sing. They pray. Lutheran wors 
corporate, and each worshiper 
the congregation in its undisturbé 
joyment of God’s Word and i 
heartfelt expression of gratitude to 


After the service ends, frien 
is in order. Special pains are ta 
greet the stranger and to invite f 
come again. Christians as meml 


fellowship with one another an 
guests in the house of God. | 


GeERHARDT Ma 


ae pou 


yes the church bury “suicides”? 


Are interracial marriages unchristian? 


® Do lost souls cease to exist? 


® Can a person both fear and love God? 


@ Was John the Baptist resurrected? 


. 


bate NNSWERP 


on: Is it proper or right to 
church funeral for a member 
las committed suicide, or is 
person classed as a murderer? 


ver: The answer depends en- 
pon circumstances. If a church 
: took his own life at a time 
ne was not responsible for his 
for instance, in a state of in- 
ithe honor of a Christian burial 
‘not be denied, ‘little as one 
refuse such a burial to a sleep- 
who plunges to his death during 
sturnal wanderings. And if a 
.n burial can be given to a per- 
service may also be held in the 


hristian congregation, however, 
ive its own regulations in this 
These should be respected with- 
2stion. Good judgment would 
that each congregation through 
or acquaint the members with 
‘cy in this matter. Doubtful 
night well be discussed by the 
and the church council before 
meral arrangements are an- 
1. Because of the peculiar cir- 
ices surrounding the funeral of 
le, it might be best to conduct 
fe service. Each case should be 

in its own setting. Happily, 
ses do not occur too frequently. 


m: Is marriage between people 
‘various races unchristian? 


er: Not at all. We are all de- 
its of the same original an- 
(Prov. 22:2; Mal. 2:10; Acts 
_all creatures of the same God, 
pemed by the same blood of 
The thought that interracial 
e is unchristian should be dis- 
without hesitation. 

ne other hand, it is undeniable 
_ difference in background, out- 
stoms, and the like, which exist 
_ members of the various races, 
very serious obstacle to the 


happiness of a marriage, as 


pointed out in “With This Ring.” (Au- 
gust 13, 1957, WITNEss) 

When married people are far apart 
in their thinking on religion, education, 
and other major aims and goals in 
life — apt to be the case when people 
of different races marry — the task of 
adjusting becomes more difficult. 

If interracial marriages are forbid- 
den by legal statute, Christians will 
have to obey the law. They could not 
even obtain a marriage license without 
fraud, although interracial marriages 
are not unchristian. 


Question: Why do we assume that 
the lost souls of the unbelievers, like 
the believers, will have immortality 
beyond the Day of Judgment, when 
in Matt. 10:28 Christ speaks of the 
destruction of both body and soul 
of the wicked in hell? 


Answer: Though it is true that the 
word destroy means “to bring to nought 
by putting out of existence, to kill” 
(Webster), the Lord also stated that 
the damned will not be put out of 


existence. Not only the ancient proph- ° 


ets (Is. 66:24; Dan. 12:2) but Jesus 
Himself (Matt. 25:41, 46; Mark 3:29; 
9:43-45, 48) in no uncertain terms 
taught eternal damnation of the wicked. 

True, eternal damnation is also called 
“the second death” (Rev. 2:11; 21:8), 
but this is rather an unending dying 
than a complete passing out of exist- 
ence, as the preceding texts clearly 
prove. Note in particular how Christ in 
Matt. 25:46 contrasts the “everlasting 
punishment” of the wicked with the 
“eternal life” of the believers. 

As far as annihilation, or total de- 
struction, of the ungodly is concerned, 
there is no way of harmonizing that 
assumption with such Bible texts as 
Is. 66:24, Mark 9:43-48, and Rev. 
14:10, 11. Jesus, the Truth, asserted 
both facts. He who is horrified at the 
prospect of eternal punishment should 
repent and believe the Gospel before 
it is too late. (Heb. 3:7-13) 
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Question: How can a person fear and 
love God at the same time? Doesn’t 
this involve a contradiction? 


Answer: There are several meanings 
of the Biblical word fear. Its normal 
meaning is alarm, fright, terror, slavish 
fear, which fills the heart of uncon- 
verted man because he does not know 
or accept God’s grace in Jesus Christ. 
Pertinent texts for this use of the word 
are Rom. 8:15; Heb. 2:15; 1 John 4:18. 

In other Scripture passages fear is 
used as the equivalent of reverence and 
respect for God, which dwell in the 
hearts of His true children. When the 
Bible speaks of a God-fearing man, it 
does not describe him as quaking and 
trembling at the mere mention of God, 
but as one who — in view of His grace 
in Christ Jesus —loves, honors, and 
reveres God and earnestly strives to 
walk in His ways. This use of the term 
appears, among other texts, in Luke 
£502) Actsio 33a 0° 2522> 3535 slSoLG: 
26: Rev. T4195. 

All who sincerely love God not only 
may fear God but do fear Him, for 
there cannot be true love without 
reverence. 


Question: Is it true that John the 
Baptist was restored to life? I heard 
a pastor make that statement over 
the radio. 


Answer: The New Testament records 
numerous instances of dead people hay- 
ing been raised by Christ and the apos- 
tles, but John the Baptist is not men- 
tioned as one of them. The Bible does, 
however, state that fear-ridden King 
Herod, hearing of the mighty works of 
Jesus, thought Him to be John the 
Baptist risen from the dead (Matt. 14: 
1, 2). If this comment of Herod is 
the basis for believing that John the 
Baptist was raised from the dead, the 
assumption is absurd. Nothing in Holy 
Writ justifies the belief that John the 
Baptist was restored to life. 


OtTTo E. SOHN 
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CONFESSIONAL PRINCIPLES 
(Continued from page 15) 


organize one. We would also see to it 
that the organization had proper Scrip- 
tural confessional principles. This dwell- 
ing on the organizational approach is 
not an argument. Such a cliché may 
impress some, but it does not convince. 
After all, were we to join the LWF, we 
would be joining an organization. 

We must remember that with us the 
big question ever must be whether we 
are ready to abide by the confessional 
principles. We are not interested merely 
in an organization, but in the principles 
for which that organization stands. 

The LWF claims that it is not a 
church, but a federation. We must ask, 
Does the mere statement make it so? 
Would not the policies and practices of 
the LWF indicate whether it is acting 
as a church or as a federation dealing 
with external matters? 

What about the LWF’s support of the 
church work in South America? What 
about the support of the seminary in 
San Leopoldo in Brazil? This is in 
direct opposition to our seminary in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil. Should we help 
to support a seminary which is at vari- 
ance with our seminary? 

What about the support of church 
work in Australia? Should we help to 
support the church which is not in fel- 
lowship with us? 

If we desire to abide by our confes- 
sional principles, how could we con- 
done the fact that in the LWF are 
church bodies which are not Lutheran? 
Or what would we have to say about the 
inter-Communion problem between the 
churches of the LWF and some Re- 
formed churches? How could we con- 
done the inter-Communion of the 
Church of Sweden and the Anglican 
Church? Or the inter-Communion be- 
tween the Church of Denmark and the 
Church of Scotland? 

What would we have to say about 
membership in the World Council of 
Churches? What happens to confes- 


sional principles when church bodies 


with a variety of doctrinal standards 
work together? Does the LWF intend 
to become a part of the WCC or to 
co-operate wholeheartedly with it? 

Was it of any significance that Dr. 
Visser t'Hooft was given a part on the 
program at the recent LWF Assembly? 
He is the Executive Secretary of the 
WCC. Is it of any significance that he 
was introduced with highest words of 
praise and given a great ovation after 
he had delivered his address? 

This ovation prompted Dr. S. C. East- 
vold, president of the Pacific Lutheran 
Seminary and himself a member of the 
ELC, to make a wonderful appeal be- 
fore the entire Assembly in plenary ses- 
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sion. It is necessary, he pleaded, for the 
LWEF to declare itself in clear-cut lan- 
guage on Holy Scripture as the Word 
of God in all its parts. A similar state- 
ment was made by Dr. T. F. Gullixson 
at the Hannover Assembly in 1952. 
These men realize that the Lutheran 
Church, the church of the Holy Bible, 
the Written Word, must of necessity 
clearly state where it stands in our day 
and time. 

Is it of any significance that Dr. East- 
vold also pleaded with the Assembly to 
express itself in clear terms concerning 
the distinctive Lutheran doctrine of the 
Lord’s Supper: the real presence of 
Christ’s body and blood? Does it mean 
anything that this man was bold enough 
to say that this declaration be made 
soon, before Lutheran bodies drift too 
far into the ecumenical stream of the 
World Council of Churches? 

Other questions must be asked. What 
happens to confessional principles when 
groups with different doctrinal positions 
begin to co-operate in matters of church 
work? What happened to the doctrinal 
position of the Evangelical Church 
when it united with the Reformed? 
What happened when the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church recently united 
with the Congregational Church? What 
happened with the more conservative 
position of the General Council when 
the ULCA was formed? What hap- 
pened to the conservative doctrinal posi- 
tion of that segment of the Norwegian 
Synod which became a part of the 
ELC? 

What happens when sound doctrine 
and doctrine which is not so sound be- 
gin to unite? Does not conservative 
doctrine lose out? Is it not silenced? 
Does not history speak a clear lan- 
guage? Shall we take these things into 
consideration? Or are we an exception? 

The reader is asked to weigh and 
consider all these questions. He will 
have noted that the matter is not so 
simple if in all seriousness we ask, what 
about our confessional principles? And 
after all, is not this the great heritage 
which God has handed down. to’ us 
through our fathers? 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(Continued from page 15) 


exceedingly complex. As our constitu- 
ency is made aware of this, the prayers 
of our members will become more fer- 
vent that Gdd would give guidance and 
direction to those who have been asked 
to lead in carrying out the many resolu- 
tions adopted when our church as- 
sembled in convention. 


W. C. BIRKNER, Secretary 
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. mistakes will not be perpetuated 


Briefly Told 


@ FBI-man Fred Wilt, Olympic 
asked the campus pastor at 
Rev. Erhardt Weber, about a Lu 
student, saw the campus pastor res 
in the church membership class, 
now head usher of Redeemer C 
West Lafayette, Ind. 


@ The fifth triennial Archivist 
Historians Conference recently b 
to St. Louis Synod’s archivists 
ing the 32 North American Dis 
Rev. August R. Suelflow, direc 
Concordia Historical Institute, ap} 
for greater care in preserving hist 
materials. Elmer Kraemer, edi 
the Lutheran Layman, asked foi 
rection when errors occur, s¢ 


gregation at Carmi, IIl., was 
Carmi’s outstanding citizen. 
the “Man of the Year” award fe 
work with youth, individuals, c¢ 
nity organizations, and the local 
ent-Teachers Association in sett 
visual testing and other progra 
benefit children, and promotion ¢ 
out-patient clinic for mentally re 
adults and children. Pastor Hah 
ceived the notification while h 
attending Synod’s Visitors and 
Conference in St. Louis. 


@® William B. Harder, last su 
member of the group that found 
Walther League in 1893 at 
Church, Buffalo, has died. 


@® Synod’s seminary on Taiwat 
cluded its fifth year in June in tf 
Chinese Christians for the 
among their own people. Prof. 
Riedel, who was the second miss 
of Synod to work on the China 
land more than 40 years ago,” 
professor in the seminary local 
Hankow, Central China, arriv 
Formosa in 1956. Last spring he 
one of the courses in theology. 
past school year we had nine stt 
with six others vicaring. Sir 
vicars will resume their residence 
in the coming semester, we sha! 
willing, have 15 students in resi¢ 
writes Dr. Roy A. Suelflow, p 


@ The new $1,700,000 religi 
brary at Princeton Theological 
inary is named for the late Rev 
E. Speer, president of the sen 
board of trustees. Called “one 
largest and best-designed religiot 
centers in the world,” the thr 
building will house 400,000 vy 
The present collection numbers | 
items. i” 
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struction of New Guinea School, Mission 


ject of LWML, to Begin Early in 1958 


_New Guinea comes the first 
; report on one of the mission 
adopted by the LWML conven- 
Minneapolis. The report con- 
1e Highland Lutheran School, 
ill be erected near Synod’s mis- 
tion in Yaibos, for the children 
nissionaries. 
first $10,000 of the $60,000 
jation has been dispatched, and 
hase of building materials from 
a is under way. Construction 
ted to begin early in 1958. 
dighland school will fill a defi- 
d in the lives of the mission- 
d their families. Up to this time 
y educational helps have been 
mdence courses supervised by 
of the pupils. 
Gerber, who reached Ama- 
New Guinea, in August, will 
the new school. 
in Jacksonville, Ill., October 13, 
r. Gerber is a graduate of Lu- 
titute, Chicago, St. John’s Col- 
Pield: and the River Forest 
college. He also attended 
1 Illinois University and the 
3 seminary. For three years 
his acceptance of the New 
call he taught in the school of 
utheran Church, Lexington, 


Gerber, the former Marjorie 
, of Pittsburgh, Pa., studied at 
iso U. and taught in Lutheran 
on Staten Island, N. Y., and at 
dge, Ill. The Gerbers, married 
have one son, Don Robert, Jr. 


t Leaguers 


tive, well-adjusted, happy group 
NML society of Silent Lutheran 
Madison, Wis. The organiza- 
ers from other LWML groups 
spect — these Madison women 
eaf. 

deaf people generally do not 
ne particular area, some Si- 
ers drive from 20 to 50 miles 
meetings of their society. 
pastor, Rev. Martin Kosche, 
nies the group to LWML ral- 
conventions. He interprets the 
gs in the sign language. At- 
teners, the Silent women par- 
holeheartedly in the League’s 
and study the topics in the 
Woman’s Quarterly. 

e 1957 prayer service in the 
church, the leaguers led parts 


2 3, 1957 


Marjorie, Don Jr., and Don Gerber 


of the special order of worship, Pastor 
Kosche officiated, and silent as well as 
hearing worshipers joined in the re- 
sponses. 

If members of the LWML meet some 


of their Silent sisters when no interpre- . 


ter is present, they communicate by 
writing notes to one another. Deafness 
is not an insurmountable handicap. 

Those who live in the silent world 
have problems, but the smiles of the 
Madison LWML members, their hand- 
clasps, their dedication and eagerness 
to co-operate, stand out like search- 
lights in a storm. Mission endeavors of 
Synod and its institutions of mercy re- 
ceive regular support from the Silent 
society. 

What examples of Christian opti- 
mism are these Silent sisters in the 
Lord! They teach others to be thankful 
for daily heavenly blessings. 


Della Wolf Day 


A special service of thanksgiving to 


God, conducted in First Lutheran 
Church, Glencoe, Minn., October 13, 
(595) 


commemorated the 18 years of service 
of Miss Della M. Wolf, a teacher in 
the congregation’s parish school. She 
has also served the church as parish 
worker. 

Rev. A. H. Fellwock, First’s pastor, 
officiated at the service; Rev. E. H. 
Streufert of Aberdeen, S. Dak., a son 
of First Congregation, preached; and 
Edgar Spletzer, a fellow teacher, di- 
rected the mass chorus. 

An informal program and open house 
in the parish hall followed the service. 

Miss Wolf, a native of Madison, 
Minn., attended teachers colleges at 
Winona and Mankato and taught in 
schools at Bellingham and Winona. 
She is president of the Minnesota Dis- 
trict of the LWML and was cochair- 
man of the league’s 1957 convention. 

Recently, under the synodical Board 
of Missions for the Blind, she organized 
a class of volunteer students in Braille. 

For her personal missionary projects 
Miss Wolf corresponds with families 
of Synod’s foreign missionaries and con- 
tributes to the support of a native in 
the Holy Land. M. W. 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Mixed Marriages 


Problem 1: Our daughter is engaged 
to a young man who is a stanch mem- 
ber of another denomination quite un- 
like our own. She is determined to 
marry him. What can we do to pre- 
pare her for dealing with this problem? 


Problem 2: Our son is going steady 
with a girl whom he has liked through- 
out high school days. She is an active 
member of the Roman Catholic Church. 
What advice should we give him? 


Problem 3: A husband and wife on 
our street are having trouble over re- 
ligion. She is an ardent member of 
another Protestant church. Her hus- 
band is antagonistic to any religion. 
This difference causes constant conflict. 
What help can we offer? 


The problem of the mixed marriage 
has been intensified by the demand of 
the Roman Church that a Catholic can 
be married only by a priest, and that 
a non-Catholic marriage partner must 
first sign the prenuptial contract prom- 
ising that all children are to be reared 
in the Roman Catholic faith or that no 
attempt to dissuade the Catholic party 
will be made. 

Both Protestants and Roman Cath- 
olics warn against such marriages. A re- 
cent survey of 4,108 couples in Michi- 
gan showed that 14.1% of such 
marriages end in divorce. Both sociol- 
ogists and religious writers have been 
advising not only against mixed mar- 
riage but against “falling in love” with 
a Roman Catholic. 

Every church faces this mixed-mar- 
riage problem. No figures are available 
on the total number of such marriages 
in America, but pastors, family-relations 
courts, marriage counselors, and wel- 
fare workers meet this problem daily. 


A religiously divided home is fre-~ 


quently not so happy as it might be; 
the children in many instances are neg- 
lected spiritually. Subjects vital to a 
Christian are seldom discussed; such 
practices as Bible reading, prayer, and 
family worship are greatly hindered or 
entirely neglected. 

The Roman Catholic contract pre- 
vents the individual from witnessing by 
word to his own spouse and children. 

The Family Life Committee © has 
studied this problem thoroughly and 
experimentally tried and then discarded 
a set of regulations to guide pastors. 
Several of our churches have set up 
Lutheran ‘“antenuptial counterregula- 
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tions,” but not with satisfactory results. 
A subcommittee is now doing further 
research on the problem. 

There are, however, some general 
principles on which the Family Life 
Committee and its special subcommittee 
are agreed. If you have a mixed-mar- 
riage problem in your family, these 
principles may afford some guidance: 


1. Both parties are to remain in Christ 
by faith and so united with the Holy 
Christian Church. 


No marriage should be allowed to 
rob a man or a woman of his most 
valuable possession or be allowed to 
sever his relations with Jesus Christ as 
personal Savior and with the church of 
which He alone its Head. We speak 
here not of a denomination, but of the 
communion of saints, the sum total of 
all true believers. Nor should the hus- 
band and wife sever themselves from 
a Christian congregation. 


2. Where marriage has taken place, it 
should be saved, not destroyed. 


The relation to Christ is to remain 
intact; the marriage relation should also 
be preserved, according to the words of 
Jesus, “What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder.” 
The mixed marriages referred to by the 
apostle Paul were not to be dissolved at 
will. He tells the Christian spouse to 
remain with the unconverted spouse. 
(CLiCoraimien!S) 


3. Christian liberty and a clear, un- 
trammeled conscience are to be safe- 
guarded. 


The rights and dignity of the individ- 
ual are to be respected, as we may in- 
fer from such statements as: “How 
much, then, is a man better than a 
sheep” (Matthew 12:12). No one.should 
be forced to do anything contrary to 
his religious convictions or the voice of 
his God-instructed conscience (1 Tim. 
1:19). Each person is answerable to 
the true God for his faith. 


4. Procedures should be constructive so 
as to win a brother or a sister for Christ 
and help establish a good marriage; 
procedure should also be objective, 
based on clear Scripture. 


Feelings and culture patterns of long 
standing often becloud the dealing with 
persons in a mixed marriage. This is 
true of relatives and friends. It is not 
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easy to be objective in so sul 
a matter as romantic love. }¥ 
church should always try to hell 
build, and instruct. The church § 
also operate with basic facts — ff 
Scripture and facts of social expe 
The church should be realist 
guided by the eternal principi 
God’s Word. | 


5. Procedures vary with differe 
sons, situations, and cases. 


We may distinguish four t 
situations: dating stage, courtship 


volved differ in degree of faitl 
trinal convictions, Biblical knoy 
Each case needs to be considere 


leading to worship together in th 
theran Church. But it has take 
tience, time, and wise pastoral in 
Solutions seldom come by ap 
iron-clad laws. 


6. Only faith-destroying impenil 
not weakness, warrants excomm 
tion. 

Some churches have tried to 
short shrift of Lutheran sign 
Roman Catholic prenuptial contr: 
declaring that the “Lutheran part 
automatically “denied the true 
We are all weak and subject to 
tions that weaken or may even ¢ 
faith. Only continued impenitei 
denial of the basic tenet of sal 
warrants excommunicating perso} 
have married outside their own 
The signing of the prenuptial ce 
however, is by no means to BD 
doned. 


7. A firm but evangelical polic 
be maintained by pastors and ¢ 
gations. 


Mixed marriages should be de 
in the spirit of love and consid 
typical of our Lord’s dealings wi 
ple. The Gospel, not regulations, 
persuade persons in a mixed m 
to restudy the Christian basis ¢ 
riage and Christian family unit 
frankly not easy to be evangeli 
not legalistic, or to be firm ; 
remain evangelical. Let the Gi 
Christ and Christian love dec 
matter. F 


pared by Synod’s Family Li 
mittee, which welcomes sugges 
subjects to be treated in future 
Write: The Family Life Ci 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2 
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india Translates 
theran Confessions 


he last year the Literature Com- 
of the Missouri Ev. Lutheran 
Mission added the full-time assist- 
f Rev. K. Lukose in Malayalam, 
lovember, and Rev. S. Isaac in 
last June. 
se men are proofreading the new 
il in both languages, working on 
termediate Catechism translation 
vision, and preparing material for 
ca, our theological quarterly pub- 
2. 
chief work of the literature 
nts is the translation of the Book 
acord. 
or Lukose has completed the 
ne of the Formula of Concord 
, now translating the Thorough 
ation. The archaic English is far 
easy for Indians. He reads his 
tions to me. I check the Latin 
erman for clarity. 
xr we grub for a long-enough 
ve compile a list of difficult words 
ynsult a committee of pastors on 
ost appropriate equivalents. 
ddition, the Augsburg Confession 
ig revised by Missionary G. R. 
. The first translation, reasonably 
xecuted, contains language that 
simplification. 
translation of the Apology, the 
of Rev. M. J. Lutz, will require 
ful revision, particularly with re- 
o technical terms. 
M. L. Kretzmann indicates that 
uation in Tamil is roughly the 
We both set aside time to hear 
iding of this material. Although 
owledge of Tamil and Malayalam 
4p to that of the Indian brethren, 
_catch the peculiar English mean- 
ad then compare them with the 
® and Latin. 
‘reworking of the Historical In- 
‘ion to the Book of Concord has 
signed to me. I hope to be able 
out an introduction which will 
mrter than the original, though 
hat longer than Dr. J. T. Muel- 
oklet. The introduction will be 
ted into Malayalam and Tamil. 
‘Book of Concord is set in a time 
far less familiar to the Indian 
| than to us. We have to be 
arly clear to present in proper 
the setting in which the mate- 
originally written. 
u want to learn the Book of 
d, work on a translation of it 
over the real meaning of the 
“free will,” “original sin,” “essen- 
des qua, and fides quae. 
x HERBERT M, ZORN 
rcoil, South India 
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Felembe. 
Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 
$3.50. 


By Jens Larsen. Muhlenberg 


275 pages. 


Though this novel is fictional, it bears 
the stamp of personal experiences of the 
author and his wife, who spent five years 
as missionaries in Liberia, Africa. The 
conflict and the contrast between three 
different worlds are vividly portrayed: the 
African jungle, the ‘Americanized rubber 
plantation, and the mission endeavors of 
a Christian doctor. Good reading for all 
those interested in mission work abroad, 
the customs of other people, and the quiet 
testimony of Christian witness. A good 
Christmas present. Pepe eerie 


Books for Children 


The following books have been reviewed 
by a committee of the Young People’s 
Literature Board, The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, and are available through 
Concordia Publishing House. 


Pedro. By Dorothy Divers. Augsburg. 48 
pages. $1.00. Ages 5—7. 


One fine morning the South American 
little boy Pedro said good-by to his mother 
and started off for a walk. Nowhere could 
he find his-sized friends, not even in the 
market place. Finally he found them in 
church school, where they were singing 
hymns and listening to story lady. There 
he learned that Jesus songs and Jesus 
stories are for everybody. Effective illus- 
trations in color. 


Midnight Lion, Gustavus Adolphus, Sol- 
dier of God. By Alfred P. Klausler. 
Augsburg. 140 pages. $2.50. Ages 


Alfred Klausler begins this dramtic, fic- 
tionalized biography of Gustavus Adolphus 
with his first military engagement at the 
age of 16. After the death of his father 
the king, the youthful Gustavus struggles 
to secure his right as king. Then we read 
of his campaigns against the Danes, Poles, 
and Russians, his religious crusade against 
the Catholic forces of Austria’s Ferdi- 


nand II, and finally of his death on the’ 


battlefield at the age of 38. Teen-agers 
seeking adventure will be captivated by 
the story of this brave, young Lutheran 
“Soldier of God.” Disappointment — no 
illustrations or maps to aid the reader in 
fully understanding this 17th-century chap- 
ter in the history of the Christian faith. 


Bible Dictionary for Boys and Girls. By 
Manuel and Odette Komroff. Illustra- 
tions by Steele Savage. Winston. 84 
pages. $2.95. Ages 9—13. 


Nearly 800 important Bible words are 
explained in simple language, accurately, 
and without distortion. (A few words, 
such as “faith” and “Jesus,” could receive 
more clarification.) Historical background 
is included to give more familiarity to the 
meanings. Entries include people, cities, 
mountains, seas, rivers, places, customs, 
and rites. Entries provide a chain of def- 
initions which lead to other entries and 
provide a richer knowledge of the Bible. 
Steele Savage’s excellent drawings in mul- 
ticolor offer visual identification of many 
archaic words and names. Pronunciation 
of words given by means of a simplified 
pronunciation key. 
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Boy from Johnny Butte. By Erling Nic- 


olai Rolfsrud. Illustrations by Lee 
Mero. Augsburg. 122 pages. $1.50. 
Ages 9—11. 


Axel Kittilson was just about the nicest, 
most fascinating man in the country ‘round 
Johnny Butte, N. Dak. He had a Model-T 
Ford and a Fordson tractor, which were 
novelties back in 1919. He let 10-year-old 
Karl drive the tractor. Karl was troubled 
— not about the tractor — but about what 
Axel had told Karl’s father: “Thank you. 
Preacher. but I get along without church. 
And without God.” Why Axel made 
a pulpit of Badlands cedar for the church 
and came to church himself and how 
Karl’s hero worship grew up make an 
absorbing story. Well written with pleas- 
ing humor. 


Armed with Courage. By May McNeer. 
Illustrations by Lynd Ward. Abing- 
don. 112 pages. $2.50. Ages 10—13. 


Sympathetic biographical sketches of 
seven men and women with great spiritual 
courage who dedicated their lives to the 
service of humanity (Florence Nightin- 
gale, Father Damien, George Washington 
Carver, Jane Addams, Wilfred Grenfell, 
Mahatma Gandhi, and Albert Schweitzer). 
The gallant struggles of these crusaders 
against poverty, ignorance, disease, and 
prejudice should be an inspiration to every 
Christian. 


WALTER E. BIESENTHAL, June 30, 1899, 
Alice Township, Ont., Can., to Oct. 13. 
1957, Gas Line, Ont., Can.; son of Ferdi- 
nand and Carolina Kulke Biesenthal; grad- 
uated Springfield seminary, 1922; mission- 
ary, New Ontario field; parishes: Wallace 
Township, Ont.; Clifford, Ont.; Hamilton, 
Ont.; Port Colborne, Ont.; 1946 until his 
death. Survivors: Norma Brunworth Bie- 
senthal; son Leroy; daughter Myra Arnold. 
Funeral: Oct. 16, Gas Line, Ont. 


JOHN HOLTHUSEN, Aug. 28, 1872, 
Brooklyn N. Y., to Oct. 24, 1957, Brooklyn; 
son of John anl Clara Wolff Holthusen; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1895; par- 
ishes: Bunker Hill, Il.; Trinity, Brooklyn; 
Immanuel, Brooklyn, 1905—40. Funeral: 
Oct. 26, Brooklyn. 


PauL L. KNuTH, Feb. 22, 1930, Elgin, 
Ill., to Sept. 6, 1957, Dundee, IIl.; son of 
Paul and Elona Wiese Knuth; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1955; parishes: asst. 
Good Shepherd, Elgin; Calvary, Elgin. 
Funeral: Sept. 9, Elgin. 


GEORGE J. MIgEGER, Jan. 3, 1878, Ger- 
many, to Oct. 5, 1957, La Verne, Calif.; 
son of Gottfried and Elizabeth Maurer 
Mieger; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1899; parishes: Kansas City, Kans.; Glad- 
stone, Nebr.; Pueblo, Colo.; Olive, Calif.; 
Oakland, Calif., 1916—48, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: sons Martin, Bernard, 
George, Jr., Rev. Oswald, Alfred; daugh- 
ters Helen Maier, Paula Wyneken. Fu- 
neral: Oct. 7, Oakland, Calif. 


Death Notice 


Prof. J. W. Werling, St. John’s College, 
Winfield, Kans., died suddenly of a heart 
attack, November 14. 
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Announcement 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Hornig, Juraine, as missionary to the Philip- 
pines, at Trinity, Yale, S.Dak., by Pres. 
Philip Mueller, Oct. 27. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Baldes, Richard, Peace and Zion, Plainfield, 
Ill., by R. H. Bekemeier, Oct. 20. 


Bauermeister, John, Santa Maria, Calif., by 
Frederick L. von Husen, Oct. 13. 

Bollmann, John F., Zion and Christ, Ellendale, 
N. Dak., by H. V. Huber, Oct. 20. 


Buenger, Paul M., Zion, Marshall, Mich., by 
H. M. Heidenreich, Oct. 13. 


Fischer, Theodore A., St. John, Bound Brook, 
N. J., by Walter A. Reuning, Oct. 20. 


Frerking, Kenneth, as campus pastor and in- 
stitutional chaplain, Columbus, Ohio, by W. 
C. Birkner, Oct. 6. 


Gummelt, Walter B., Immanuel, Jennings, La., 
by Theo. Wegener, Oct. 20. 


Heintze, Walter H., Mount Calvary, Raymond- 
ville, Tex., by H. A. Heckmann, Oct. 6. 


Joss, Virgil, St.Paul, Junction City; and 
St. John, Dancy, Wis., by Pres. Lloyd H. 
Goetz, Oct. 6. 


Kavasch, Paul M., Grace, Pittsburgh, Pa., by 
Aug. F. Brunn, Oct. 13. 


Kleber, Clarence E., Faith, Andrews, Tex., by 
P. W. Heckmann, Oct. 13. 


Knick, Donald E., Trinity, Fergus Falls, Minn., 
by Immanuel W. Bade, Oct. 20. 


Krause, Martin H., Immanuel, Courtland, 
Minn., by Paul C. Mueller, Oct. 13. 


Kringel, Edwin F., Our Redeemer, Wilson, 
N. C., by Paul T. Dannenfeldt, Oct. 20. 


Kromphardt, Arnold E., Trinity, Marseilles, 
Ill., by H. J. Wunderlich.,: Oct. 13. 


Lorenz, Walter A., Trinity, Sioux Valley; 
Bethel, Round Lake, Minn., by R. W. Rott- 
mann, Oct. 27. 


Moehring, James, Immanuel, Britton, Mich., 
by Alfred Freund, Oct. 6. 


Pennekamp, Eugene F., Zion, Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., and St. Matthew, Corning, Ark., by 
W. E. Lauterbach, Oct. 27. 


Ritz, Rudolph A., Redeemer, Kokomo, Ind., by 
Otto R. Schlegelmilch, Sept. 1. 


Schepman, William J., Trinity, Pasco, Wash., 
by D. C. Schroeder, Oct. 20. 


Seevers, Charles J., Bethlehem, Richmond, 
Va., by Pres. Wm. H. Kohn, Oct. 13. 


Synatschk, Walter, Grace, Malden, Mo., by 
W. E. Lauterbach, Oct. 27. 


Young, Kenneth R., Ebenezer, Chicago, IIl., 
by A. H. Semmann, Oct. 6. 


What’s Your Opinion? 


Please rank in order of your 
preference the pages in this issue 
of the WITNEss which you find 
most interesting. If you have 
time, state, in brief, reasons for 
your preference. 


] Nee eee 
Ze 


Paste on a postal card and mail to 


LUTHERAN WITNESS 
PS Omsbox 201 
St. Louis 1, Mo. 


Installed: Noe ly 


Bers Eldor W., St. James, Shawano, Wis., 
aah Buelow, Sept. 8. 

pepe Richard, Trinity, Athens, Wis., by H. 
Cc. Schedler, Aug. 20. 

Dede, Albert W., St. Peter, Richmond, Mich., 
by Albert P. Knoll, Oct. 7. 

Eberle, Roy W., St. Luke, Croydon, Pa., by 
Rud. D. Sandmann, Oct. 20. 

Eggerding, Roland F., Walther Lutheran High 
School in Melrose Park, at Christ, Oak 
Park, Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Sept. 22. 


Gundlach, Cand. Theodore E., Walther Lu- 
theran High School in Melrose Park, at Oak 
Park, Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Sept. 22. 

Helm, Norman, Immanuel, Freeport, Ill., by 
F. E. Bartling, Oct. 13. 

Huelle, Cand. Larry, Lutheran High School, 
Houston, Tex., by Hobart Meyer, Sept. 29. 

Kersten, Henry O., Emanuel, Tipton, Ind., by 
Otto R. Schlegelmilch, Aug. 4. 

Kochendorfer, Leonard, as high school in- 
structor, at Our Savior, New York, N. Y., 
by Berthold von Schenk, Sept. 22. 

Koenig, Daniel O., St. rey ts Pen Hott, Pa., by 
Rud. D. Sandmann, Oct. 

Kramer, Luther J., raeeas High School, 
Houston, Tex., by Hobart Meyer, Sept. 29. 

Kreidt, Cand. Martin, Luther High School 
North, at St. Luke, Chicago, Ill., by Henry 
J. Boettcher, Sept. 22. 

Krenning, Cand. Richard, Trinity, Hicksville, 
L.I., N. Y., by Edward H. Stammel, Oct. 20. 

Linkert, Cand. Virgil, St. Peter, Columbus, 
Ind., by V. Paul Heine, Sept. 1. 

Moehrlin, Cand. Raymond E., Luther High 
School South, at Ashburn, Chicago, II., 
Henry J. Boettcher, Sept. 29. 

Peters, William A., Luther High School South, 
at Ashburn, Chicago, Ill. by Henry J. 
Boettcher, Sept. 29. 

Prifogle, Carl, St. Peter, Columbus, Ind., by 
V. Paul Heine, Sept. 1. 

Rush, Lawrence, Walther Lutheran High 
School in Melrose Park, at Christ, Oak 
Park, Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Sept. 22. 

Schedler, Victor E., Trinity, Springfield, IIL, 
by Lewis C. Niemoeller, Aug. 18. 

Schmeling, Albert, St. James, Shawano, Wis., 
by L. P. Buelow, Sept. 8. 

Voll, Eugene J., Grace, Fargo, N.Dak., by 
Frank J. Werth, Oct. 13. 

Wittig, Ramon L., St. Peter, R.1, Lockport, 
N. Y., by Carl W. Oldach, Oct. 13. 


Wanted 


Cross, candelabra, Communion ware, hym- 
nals, and any other furnishings for a mission 


church being founded in Clermont County. — . 


Erwin L. LuepeKer, Chairman of Steering 
Committee, 36 Potowatomie Trail, Milford, 
Ohio. 


Clerk — Typists, Missouri Synod Lutherans 
to work in Washington, D.C. Write: ArmeEp 
SERVICES COMMISSION, 2633 16th St. N. W., 
Washington 9, D.C. 


Available 


Duplicating machine in good working order, 
for shipping costs, preferably to mission. — 
St. JoHn’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, Louis Elsesser, 
Secretary, 228 W. Sycamore St., Sycamore, Ill. 


Used Communion set.— PEacE LuTHERAN 
CuurcH, Shell Rock, Iowa. 


High-back chancel chair, wine mohair back 


‘and seat, excellent condition, for cost of trans- 


portation. — Zion LuTHERAN CHuRCH, Rev. 
eneeny A. Martin, 1292 Sunset Dr., Wabash, 
nd. 


St. Louis Seminary Chorus music on 12- 
inch 3343rpm recordings. Selections from ’55, 
56, °57 seasons. For further information 
write: Records, Box 226, Concordia Seminary, 
801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. $3.95. 


Can You Help? 


Recently a missionary of the London Mis- 
sionary Society in India passed away. He left 
a library of some valuable books on Indian 
church and secular history as well as others 
that are a real source for a knowledge of 
comparative symbolics and the religions of 
India. About $1,000 may purchase all of the 
book collection. Since it is close to the end 
of the year, library funds are pretty well used 
up, and so special gifts, small and large, will 
be appreciated. 

Send any gift to the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, 210 North Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. — 
HERMAN H. KoprpELMANN 
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Pastors: 


Teachers: 


Changes of Address 


Albrecht, Chaplain Herbert C., USN, N 
Box 58, Navy 943, c/o FPO San Fra : 
Calif. 

Ave-Lallemant, Winfred A., Readlyn, 

Bauer, Julius A. E., 207 Mechanic, ce} 
ville, Tl. 

Behnken, Lloyd, 2715 N. 55th St., 

, Nebr. 

Danner, Chaplain (Maj.) Bernard, De 

ment 30 — TUSLOG, APO 254, New © 
] 


o-oo 


Ellermann, Norman C., Box 307, Fre 
Calif. | 
Fackler, Wm. J., 210 N. Lincoln Ave., ? 
terey Park, Calif. i 
Fehrmann, Walter, Luth. Mission, WH 
Goroka, New Guinea 
Hedemann, Lester E., 1906 Tenth, G 
Park, Tex. : 
ree Alex D., 220 Upland Blvd., Las Y 
ev. 
Horn, August, R.1, Paige, Tex. 
Keturakat, Wm., em., 415 Jackson 
Aurora, Ill. y 
Kohlstedt, Guido C., 6021 S. Honey 
Dr., Milwaukee 15, Wis. 
Koepchen, Henry L., 171 Eastwood B 
Centereach, N. Y. 
Krad. W., 9045 — 210 St., Ja 
Lescow, Kurt A., R.1, Box 344, Butler 
Loesch, Luther io 318 S. Pascagoula, 
cagoula, Miss. 
Loesel, Herman C., R.1, Bay City, Mi 
Lossner, Arthur Bu 952 Washington 
Rocky Ford, Colo. 
Lubkeman, August H., 1415 E. Cn 
Bloomington, II. 
Lucht, Norbert J., R. 3, Iuka, Il. 
Marxhausen, E. J. A., em., 500 S 
New Ulm, Minn. 
Meibohm, Richard P., 6252 E. 27f 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Meyer, Adolf F., D.D., 27 St. Mark 
Yonkers, N. Y. 
Miller, Prof. Albert H., 11623 —T 
Edmonton, Alta., Canada 
Myers, Luther W., 1336 Portsmouth, 
chester, Ill. 
Niermann, Walter H., 2301 E. Cour 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Pape, James C., Box 2513, Maplewoot 
Preus, Robert, Ph. D., 801 De Mun 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Rohlfing, Lawrence F., 665 River 
Eugene, Oreg. 
Schepmann, Wm. J., 1931 Lyndale, 
Wash. 
Schmidt, Reuben J., 610 Carver Bldg. 
Dodge, Iowa 
Schroeder, Paul W., 3007 Cherrywood, 
tin 2, Tex. j 
Schuetz, H. L. W., em., 92012 S. it 
Ave., Redondo Beach, ‘Calif. 
Schulz, John P., 130 Trumpet Vine 
Jackson, Tex. 
Seehagel, Prof. Walter F., 1029 Sulliv 
Greensboro, N. C 
Speckman, Lorenz H., Gen. Del., | 
Paula, Calif. 
Stoehr, Walter P., em., 3040 N. 56 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 
Twenhafel, A. G., 5822 Mitchell, Det 
Mich. 
Woy, Paul, em., 18 Westbrook Rd., 
Hill, Conn 
Zagel, Ronald N., 212 Evergreen, A 
Mont. 


Engel, James, 3127 W. Kilbourn, 
,» Wis. 
eae Conrad E., Box 36, 


il 5 
Groth, Elmer A., Jr., 116" E. Mora 
Chalmette, La. 
Mile echt Paul W., 1007 Marsh St., I 


Notice 


Articles, church news, ¢ ul 
ments, obiueree: intended for pub 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNESS 
for review, and general correspo' 
should be addressed to the 
eye 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 

> 


Reports of ordinations, 
dedications, anniversaries, an 
of address of pastors Per 
should be sent to the Statistical 
Lutheran Buil , 210 No 
way, St. Louis 2, ilo. 


Letters 


Word in the South Pacific 


dial Advent greetings from down 
my temporary habitat in Mel- 
>, Australia’s garden city, where the 
ic Games were in full swing just 
- ago. As we stopped during our 
mile flight across the Pacific at Ha- 
Canton Island, Fiji, and New Zea- 
our thoughts frequently reverted to 
heroic men of God, Williams, Chal- 
Paton, Patteson, Flierl, and others, 
vhite and colored, who brought the 
of God to the many island groups in 
uth Seas. Many of Michener’s tales, 
f them on the seamy side, happened 
but there is another side, uplifting 
obuilding, as one traces the course 
- Bible across these thousands of 
_and atolls. If anywhere, the words 
psalmist, “Thy Word runneth very 
;’ came true here, even before 
just 160 years since the first English 
naries, aroused by Cook’s “Voyages” 
urey’s exhortations (in 1793 he went 
ia after considering Tahiti) landed 
in March 1797. Of the 25, only four 
wdained, the others being artisans, 
s, and draftsmen, for the curious 
prevailed in those days that savages 
st to be civilized before they could 
‘istianized! No wonder that most of 
ay workers became discouraged and 
> following year for Australia’s first 
settlement, in what gradually be- 
modern Sydney. 
no here John Williams, “the Apostle 
South Seas,” joined the few faithful 
years later, and, relying solely on 
uickening power of the Word, 
it a great work in this glamour spot 
Pacific, which even the French and 
*s, coming in the 1830’s, could not 
‘nor —I might add—the modern 
Darwin, who visited 


Idolatry and sorcery gradually van- 
ative women no longer boarded 
9s, bloody warfare and human sac- 
also ceased. 
t is more, when in 1881, ten years 
ie Gospel came to New Guinea, the 
a massacre of the first Christian 
3 in Papua came to Tahiti, many 
red to go, although they knew 
ight never come back. It is farther 
ahiti to New Guinea than from 
rk to London, yet the Bible cov- 
is distance in a little over fifty 
llowing the course of the sun, via 
ok Islands, Tonga (whose Christian 
tole the show at the London Cor- 
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not to mention thousands of others. In- 
deed, New Guinea has more Lutherans 
than Australia and New Zealand com- 
bined! And we are only starting to baptize 
this year. 

Our Australian brethren work near us 
among the cannibalistic KuKu KuKus. 
I'll require a special government permit, 
if I’m to visit them, as I’m planning to do, 
God willing, in January. Cannibalism was 
not generally practiced by the Polynesians 
except the Marquesans, northeast of Ta- 
hiti, and the Maoris of New Zealand. In- 
cidentally, I recently spent a few hours 
with Pastor H. TePunga, of Maori descent, 
who graduated from our Springfield sem- 
inary in 1912 and has retired after forty 
years of faithful work. The Melanesians, 
especially the Fijians and Papuans, prac- 
ticed such fiendish refinements as roasting 
their victims alive — until the Gospel came 
and set them free from this and other hor- 
rible customs, also from the fear of death. 

In the first letter ever written by a native 
of New Guinea, around 1885, a young 
convert mourning the death of his child 
wrote to the missionary: “O my father, 
my child is dead, and my heart very sore. 
But as David says: ‘She will not come 
back to me, but I will go to her.’” And 
Chalmers, idolized by R. L. Stevenson, be- 
fore he became a victim of Papuan head- 
hunters in 1901, related how, after a public 
reading of the Motu New Testament, a 
chief rose and said: “O Tamate, those were 
good words, and we are astonished!” 
When Dr. Bromilow, one of the pioneers, 
left New Guinea, the chief of Dobu, off 
the coast of New Guinea, once a notorious 
head-hunting cannibal, sent a message: 
“T shall not stay to see the ship take you 
away. I could not bear it. Before you 
came, Dobu was like hell. You brought 
love to us, and in going you cannot take 
it away. That love will remain with the 
Sacred Book you have given us.” 

And now the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has finally published the Gospel 
of St. Mark in pidgin English, translated 
by Rev. Freund, dean of the Australian 


Mission, who helped us get started. Over. 


thirty years ago, when I taught for a year 
at the Adelaide Concordia, I helped him 
get started for the ministry. Pidgin may 
well become the lingua franca of New 
Guinea with its 2,000,000-plus population, 
speaking some five hundred languages and 
dialects. 

On September 26, seven hours after 
leaving Honolulu, we were forced down on 
Canton Island because of engine trouble, 
and had to spend thirty hours on this 
atoll just below the equator. The Ameri- 
can commissioner showed us the staging 
area for the 10,000 Marines who fought at 
Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands, 500 miles 
westward. There are a few Gilbertese on 
Canten, who regularly gather for worship. 
How did the Gospel come to this Micro- 
nesian group, near whom our H-bomb is 
being exploded? It is just a hundred years 
since Hiram Bingham, Jr., Hawaiian-born 
son of Hiram Bingham, Sr., illustrious 
leader of the Hawaiian missionaries from 
New England in 1820, sailed from Hono- 
lulu in the Morning Star I. As his father 
gave the Bible to the Hawaiians, so he 
forty years later had completed the New 
Testament in Gilbertese and, in 1893, saw 
the whole Bible through the press in New 
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York City. A revision of Bingham’s Bible 
was published last year for the thirty 
thousand Gilbertese, completed by an Eng- 
lish missionary in New Zealand, who had 
been driven out by the Japanese. Another 
missionary’s son from Hawaii gave the 
Bible to the Caroline Islands, both being 
supported by the famous Hawaiian Mis- 
sion Children’s Society, which recently ob- 
served its centennial. 

In conclusion, what are you doing, dear 
reader, for the spread of the printed Word, 
without which mission work and evangel- 
ism would be impossible? The Australian 
Lutheran recently called attention to the 
ominous fact that the Bible has been 
slipping as best seller since 1955, when 
the writings of Lenin and Stalin took first 
place, especially in the Eastern world. 
The General Secretary of the British and 
French Bible Society in Australia has ap- 
pealed to the Protestants here to help the 
London office print a $500,000 order of 
Bibles, for which they have no funds. 
Won’t you help prepare the advent of 
Christ into many heathen hearts by gen- 
erously supporting the work of the Bible 


ocieties? 
Societies GEORGE KUECHLE 
Melbourne, Australia 


Note: Rev. George Kuechle, for 29 
years pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, resigned last August. A grad- 
uate of the St. Louis seminary, he was 
missionary in India, 1910—23, and pastor 
in Adelaide, Australia, 1924—28. He is 
doing promotional work for the Austra- 
lian Lutheran Hour. He and his wife 
Maria are visiting relatives in Melbourne. 
Mrs. Kuechle’s father, the sainted Rey. Al- 
fred Brauer, was one of the compilers of 
the Australian Lutheran Hymnal. : 


Splendid Suggestion 


Recent issues of the WITNEss have con- 
tained articles about Sunday schools and 
the Sacrament of Baptism. I am thinking 
particularly of “What Baptism Involves.” 
(September 10) 

Sunday school pupils frequently remem- 
ber their birthday by bringing a “Birth- 
day Thankoffering.” That is good. But 
wouldn’t it be better if the children re- 
membered their Baptism and the benefits 
of Baptism? What about introducing a 
“Baptism Thankoffering”? 

How many children —and adults, for 
that matter —ever forget the anniversary 
of their birth? Yet how many fail to re- 
member the anniversary of their Baptism! 
How many do not even know the date on 
which they were born again of water and 
of the Spirit! 

If Sunday school children were reminded 
each year of their Baptism, it would take 
on a deeper meaning in their homes. The 
observance of a child’s baptismal anniver- 
sary in the home would provide a wonder- 
ful opportunity to let each child know 
“What Baptism Involves” and to stress its 
eternal importance. 

Could our church produce materials for 
celebrating the anniversary of Baptism? 
A program of this nature, made available 
to homes as well as Sunday schools, would 
be beneficial, I believe. 


D. L. STRELOW 
Ensign, U.S. Coast Guard 
Savannah, Ga. 
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With the new edition of the 
1958 Lutheran Annual in hand, 
you have all this valuable 
information at your finger tips. 
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